Template letter to states that have not signed the Convention

How to adapt the letter

The template letter can be sent to countries that have not signed the Convention on Cluster Munitions and therefore must accede to it. It should be addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs who is ultimately responsible for taking a decision to accede to the Convention.
Before sending the letter you just need to:

· Insert the name and address of your Minister of Foreign Affairs. You can find this on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
· Insert the date

· Add the current number of states that have joined the Convention, available at www.stopclustermunitions.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-status
· Add your name and signature
· If you are writing on behalf of an organisation you may want to use your organisation’s letterhead

If you wish to write to a state that has signed the Convention and must now ratify it, please use another template available at www.stopclustermunitions.org
Template letter

[MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS]
[MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS]

[ADDRESS]
[DATE]

Dear Minister,
I am writing to urge you to accede to the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions. 
This international instrument comprehensively prohibits cluster munitions, requires destruction of stockpiled cluster munitions within eight years and clearance of contaminated land within ten years, and recognises the rights of individuals and communities affected by the weapon to receive assistance. 

Since December 2008, a total of [NUMBER] states have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions including stockpilers, former users and producers of the weapon, as well as affected countries from every region of the world. 

Cluster munitions are indiscriminate and unreliable weapons, both at the time of use and long afterwards, causing major humanitarian problems and risks to civilians. With every new country that joins the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the global norm rejecting this weapon is strengthened and the greater the protection for civilians will be.

Every country wishing to prevent further suffering from the horrors of cluster munitions should join the ban now.

I look forward to hearing what steps are being taken to ensure that [COUNTRY] accedes to the Convention.
Yours sincerely,

[SIGNATURE]

[NAME]
