Template letter to parliamentarians

in states that have not signed the Convention on Cluster Munitions

How to adapt the letter

The template letter can be sent to parliamentarians in countries that have not signed the Convention on Cluster Munitions and therefore must accede to it. 

Before sending the letter you just need to:

· Insert the name and contact details of the addressee 

· Insert the date

· Add the current number of states that have joined the Convention, available at www.stopclustermunitions.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-status
· Add your name and signature at the end of the letter

· If you are writing on behalf of an organisation you may want to use your organisation’s letterhead

If you wish to write to parliamentarians in a state that has signed the Convention and must now ratify it, please use another template available at www.stopclustermunitions.org
Template letter

[NAME]

[ADDRESS]
[DATE]
Dear Parliamentarian,
A total of [NUMBER] states have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions. This Convention bans the use, production, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions as an entire category of weapons. States that join the Convention demonstrate their commitment to the protection of civilians from the effects of armed conflict and to the strengthening of international humanitarian law. 

Parliamentary involvement in the governmental “Oslo Process” to prohibit cluster munitions through an international instrument has been crucial and remains crucial as states continue to work to accede to the Convention. 

Cluster munitions are indiscriminate and unreliable weapons, both at the time of use and long afterwards, causing major humanitarian problems and risks to civilians. With every new country that ratifies the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the global norm rejecting this weapon is strengthened and the greater the protection for civilians will be.

I urge you to use the following parliamentary mechanisms to bring the matter to your government’s attention and encourage accession to the Convention at the soonest possible date: 

· Ask questions in parliament on when [COUNTRY] will be able to accede to the Convention; 
· Table motions in parliament highlighting the significance of the Convention on Cluster Munitions and the urgent need to accede to it; 

· Engage with relevant parliamentary committee (i.e. foreign affairs, defence, development) to discuss how to best promote the Convention;

· If your country stockpiles and/or produces cluster munitions, I also urge you to encourage the adoption of a ban on the export and production of cluster munitions and a moratorium on use where applicable.
More information on the Convention is available at www.stopclustermunitions.org.
I thank you in advance for the important actions you will take on this matter, and I look forward to hearing what steps are being taken by your government to accede to the Convention. 

Yours sincerely,
[NAME]

[TITLE]

[ORGANISATION]
