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Briefing Paper for States 

United Nations General Assembly and First Committee 
October 2016 

 
Following the opening of the 71st United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in September, UNGA’s 
First Committee on Disarmament and International Security (First Committee) provides a useful 
opportunity to promote the 2008 Convention on Cluster Munitions and the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.  
 
The meetings of the First Committee on Disarmament and International Security take place in 
October. At the First Committee, governments deliver statements, hold discussions and consider 
resolutions related to disarmament.  

An annual resolution on the Mine Ban Treaty has been adopted by the UNGA since 1997. In 2015, 
the UNGA voted on a resolution on the implementation of the Convention on Cluster Munitions 
for the first time. The UNGA will consider resolutions on both of these treaties again in 2016. The 
resolution on the Mine Ban Treaty will be led by Austria, Belgium and Chile and the resolution on 
the Convention on Cluster Munitions will be led by Croatia, Germany and the Netherlands. 

 

Take Action 

 Ratify or accede to the Convention on Cluster Munitions  
 

 Promote the universalization and implementation of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions and the Mine Ban Treaty in statements and in bilateral meetings 
 

 Vote in favor of the UNGA resolutions on the implementation of the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions and the Mine Ban Treaty 

 

To accede or ratify 

Practical information for states: 

 States that intend to ratify or accede to either of the treaties should contact the Treaty Section 
of the UN Office of Legal Affairs to request assistance in making necessary arrangements.  

 If a person other than the Head of State or Government or Foreign Minister undertakes to 
deposit the instrument of ratification or accession, a document conferring full powers is 
required.  This document must include: 

 Title of the treaty  

 Full name and title of the person authorized to ratify/accede 

 Date and place of signature of the document 

 Signature of the Head of State, Head of Government or Foreign Minister  

In addition, the instrument of ratification or accession must be issued and signed by one of 
the above three authorities. For more information, click here. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/71/meetings/index.shtml
http://stopclustermunitions.org/en-gb/take-action/states/how-to-join.aspx
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Tools and additional information 
 

 Read about last year’s resolutions on the CMC and ICBL websites 

 Click here to access Frequently Asked Questions on the MBT Resolution  

 Follow this link to read the First Committee Briefing Book 2016, produced by Reaching 
Critical Will 

 Access the meetings schedule of the UN General Assembly’s 71st Session, including First 
Committee (available soon) 

 Read about the mandate and activities of the First Committee  

 Membership status of the Convention on Cluster Munitions and the Mine Ban Treaty  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.icblcmc.org  

http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-meetings/un-first-committee.aspx
http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-meetings/un-first-committee.aspx
http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-meetings/un-first-committee.aspx
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/disarmament-fora/unga/2016
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/resources/publications-and-research/publications/11112-first-committee-briefing-book-2016
http://www.un.org/en/ga/info/meetings/71schedule.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/index.shtml
http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-status.aspx
http://www.icbl.org/en-gb/the-treaty/treaty-status.aspx
http://www.icblcmc.org/

