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Thank you Chair.  

I am honoured to take the floor on behalf of the Gender and Diversity Working Group, which includes 

representatives from the Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines, Danish Church Aid, Danish Refugee 

Council, the Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining, The HALO Trust, Humanity & 

Inclusion, the International Campaign to Ban Landmines-Cluster Munition Coalition (ICBL-CMC), Mines 

Action Canada, Mines Advisory Group, the Mine Action Review, Norwegian People’s Aid, and la Red de 

Seguridad Humana en América Latina y el Caribe (SEHLAC). 

[As a Working Group we are pleased to see this item on the agenda and appreciate the opportunity to 

share these comments. Conversations about mainstreaming gender and diversity in the implementation 

of the Convention belong in the plenary room.]  

[We thank the states that have spoken under this agenda item for sharing their experiences.]  

The Lausanne Action Plan has put a necessary and urgent focus on gender and diversity for our work and 

now is the time to translate the words on paper to concrete actions which will ensure effective 

implementation of the Convention. The low rate of submission of annual Article 7 transparency reports 

has made it difficult to evaluate States’ progress on implementing the relevant actions from the 

Lausanne Action Plan.  

For the Working Group, the inclusion of information on gender and diversity with clear indicators in 

transparency reporting is a prerequisite for meaningful implementation and monitoring of the LAP, It 

will allow us to effectively support States Parties when necessary, to identify gaps and good practices, 

and to promote accountability. We agree with the statement made by member organization the GICHD 

that “We now need to focus on implementation and results” so we urge State Parties to comply with 

their obligations and include gender, disability, and age disaggregated casualty and beneficiary data in 

your transparency reporting, along with other relevant diversity considerations. 

The draft Terms of Reference for the Gender Focal Points are a welcome addition to the Convention’s 

work. We commend the Focal Points for their comprehensive and creative list of activities. By 

articulating clear expectations and actions for the Focal Points, the draft Terms of Reference will help 

maximize the potential impact of this new role and improve the implementation of the Lausanne Action 

Plan and the Convention as a whole. 

[One area where gender and diversity considerations can be operationalized, at the field level, would be 

the development of community-based priority setting mechanisms that would benefit vulnerable and 

excluded persons. At the international level, the Gender Focal Points could have a yearly budget line for 

accessibility in a larger sense, to cover the cost of interpretation and accessibility measures that survivors 

may require to participate in CCM-related events. This may include offering a fee for survivors that speak 

at conferences when this is not part of their work nor covered by a grant.] Concrete measures at 
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operational and international levels should be taken to ensure effective participation of different 

groups, including those that remain vulnerable and excluded because of lack of action, budget allocation 

and other barriers. 

The Gender and Diversity Working Group is committed to supporting the Gender Focal Points in their 

work and to that extent we are pleased to invite all States to an online workshop on 30-31 of May to 

further discuss concrete measures regarding gender and diversity mainstreaming in the Convention. We 

are honoured to be hosting this workshop with the UK Presidency and the Colombian Presidency of the 

Mine Ban Treaty and we welcome participation from all states. [Unfortunately, due to lack of funding, 

translation cannot not be provided but we hope this will not be too much of a barrier to participation.]  

We join other voices in condemning the use of cluster munitions in Ukraine. Cluster munition use more 

than a decade after the Convention came into force is unacceptable. These banned weapons cause 

indiscriminate harm to civilians with women, men, girls, boys, those with disabilities and other groups 

experiencing this harm in different ways.  We further note the need to ensure that all responses to 

these abhorrent weapons, including victim assistance, risk education and survey or mapping, and 

subsequent clearance are all tailored to the full diversity of affected communities. Only by creating a 

transparent, needs-based response that leaves no one behind can we say that we have fulfilled the 

norms set out by this Convention.  

Thank you. 


