" The ban will put a stop to future use of these weapons, but true success will be the difference it makes
to peoplein affected countries like Irag. No one should go through what | went through and the Iraqi
authorities now have a real opportunity to make that a reality by signing the treaty.”

Ayat Syleiman Ali, Iragi cluster bomb survivor and member of the Ban Advocates group of survivor
advocates
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29 May 2009
Dear Minister,

| am writing to congratulate Iraq on the Cabinegsent decision to join the 2008 Convention on
Cluster Munitions and urge swift signature of tinportant agreement.

This international treaty comprehensively prohilitsster munitions, requires destruction of stolegpi
cluster munitions within eight years and clearaoiceontaminated land within 10 years, and
recognises the rights of individuals and commusiéifected by the weapon to receive assistance.
Since December 2008, a total of 96 governments sigvned the Convention on Cluster Munitions
including stockpilers, former users and producétb® weapon as well as affected countries from
every region of the world.

Iraq participated in several diplomatic meetinglsllte develop the draft text of the Convention on
Cluster Munitions, including the negotiations inW2008. As an affected country Iraq should benefit
from the Convention’s provisions on internationabperation and assistance.

Every country wishing to prevent further sufferiingm the horrors of cluster munitions should jdue t
Convention on Cluster Munitions. This instrumentrigcial to ensure the stigmatisation of cluster
munitions to make sure this weapon is never usathag

Yours sincerely,
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