Dear Minister,

We wish to ask that your government participates in the upcoming Dublin Diplomatic Conference on Cluster Munitions and supports a comprehensive treaty to prohibit cluster munitions and provide assistance to affected communities. The Conference takes place from 19 – 30 May with the objective of formally negotiating and adopting the Cluster Munitions Convention before it is signed in Oslo, Norway in December 2008. With your help, this historic opportunity will result in one of the most significant international treaties in more than a decade. We urge you to ensure your delegation plays an active role in the Dublin negotiations in support of a treaty with no exceptions, no loopholes and no delays. Your support for this is crucial because the stronger the treaty will be, the more effectively it will stigmatise the weapon and thus constrain future use even by those states that remain outside the new treaty.
Since its launch in February 2007, the Oslo Process has brought together a growing number of governments around the world, representing the majority of stockpilers, producers and affected states, all committed to developing a legally binding international agreement before the end of 2008.  In a dynamic and productive partnership likeminded states, the International Committee of the Red Cross, UN agencies and NGOs coordinated by the CMC gathered at international conferences of the Oslo Process in Lima, Vienna and Wellington and regional and thematic meetings in Phnom Penh, San Jose, Brussels, Belgrade, Livingstone and Mexico to discuss provisions of the future treaty. At Wellington, states resolved to negotiate an agreement in Dublin on the basis of the draft convention that has been developed throughout the process.  

We are writing to ask that you:
· Nominate a delegation that will attend the Dublin Diplomatic Conference, with members who have full powers to negotiate the treaty on behalf of your government, and register attendance as soon as possible. 
· Adopt a clear national negotiating position, supporting a categorical prohibition on cluster munitions as well as strong obligations to ensure assistance to affected communities and victims of cluster munitions. 

The Cluster Munition Coalition believes that the treaty should prohibit all cluster munitions as they are defined. Governments seeking any further exclusion from the definition of a cluster munition must demonstrate that any such exclusion will not constitute a damaging exception from the ban, either now or in the future, for weapons that have the same intolerable effects as cluster munitions. The CMC also believes that there must be no transition period during which the prohibited weapon could still be used. The treaty must ensure that there are obligations on states to provide assistance on all of the treaty’s humanitarian objectives and to report on implementation, so that they can effectively protect survivors’ rights and help affected communities recover. Regarding the issue of future joint military operations between states parties and non states parties to the new treaty, the CMC believes that states should seek practical solutions to this issue on the basis that the ultimate goal is to influence friends and allies to end the use of cluster munitions completely.
Yours sincerely,

