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“Reports of the Israeli army using cluster munitions is an obvious propaganda of
Hezbollah and other organizations who do not know what is actually going on.”

Arkady Milman Ambassador of Israel to the Russian Federation, 26 July 2006*

“We try to minimize their use. We only use them in designated areas that have
been closed even by Hezbollah itself.”

Major General Benny Gantz Commander of Israel’s ground forces, 26 July 2006*

“In the last 72 hours we fired all the munitions we had, all at the same spot,
we didn’t even alter the direction of the gun. Friends of mine in the battalion
told me they also fired everything in the last three days - ordinary shells,
clusters, whatever they had.”

Anonymous Israeli reservist in an artillery battalion, quoted in Haaretz daily newspaper,
Israel, 8 September 2006

“What we did was insane and monstrous, we covered entire towns in
cluster bombs.”

Head of an IDF rocket unit posted in Lebanon during the war,
quoted in Haaretz daily newspaper, Israel, 12 September 2006*
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1.0 Executive summary and key findings

Israel’s use of cluster munitions in southern Lebanon during July and August 2006 caused civilian
casualties during attacks and contaminated densely populated areas with a deadly legacy of unexploded
duds that continue to kill and injure civilians on a daily basis and impede efforts to rebuild lives and
livelihoods in the wake of conflict.

During the conflict humanitarian organisations appealed to Israel not to use cluster munitions and
appealed to the international community to put pressure on Israel to stop using them. Such appeals went
unheeded. For forty years — from Laos to Lebanon - cluster munitions have caused unnecessary suffering
both at the time of attacks and for years afterwards. Lebanon was already contaminated with unexploded
duds from previous Israeli incursions in 1978 and 1983. Key user states such as Israel, the U.K., the U.S.
and Russia claim that cluster munitions are legal. If that is the case then the consistent pattern of civilian
harm caused by these weapons, of which the casualty toll in Lebanon is only the most recent example,
make it clear that international law is inadequate. A new law is urgently needed.

Two months after the ceasefire of 14 August 2006, the contamination caused by cluster munitions was still exacting
a daily toll in south Lebanon. Over this period an average of between 3 and 4 civilians had been killed or injured by

unexploded submunitions every day — some 35% of these casualties were children. Civilian casualties will continue
to rise as more and more people return to sift through the cluster munition infested rubble.

Livelihoods have been destroyed, and desperately needed relief and rehabilitation has been impeded. Throughout
southern Lebanon large areas of agricultural land are contaminated by failed but still potentially lethal ‘submunitions’.
In many affected areas farmers have not been able to safely harvest what was left of this summer’s tobacco, wheat and
fruit; late yielding crops such as olives will remain too dangerous to harvest by November and winter crops will be lost
because farmers will be unable to plough their contaminated land to plant their grains and vegetables. Water and power
supplies have been blocked and schools, roads, houses and gardens were still littered with unexploded submunitions
when the field research for this report was undertaken one month after the ceasefire.

In only one month, the UN identified 519 individual cluster munition strike areas in south Lebanon. Hundreds more
strikes were identified by Lebanese Armed Forces. The majority of these strikes were targeted in and around towns and
villages. For returning populations already devastated by war each of the strike sites now functions much like a minefield.
Two weeks after the ceasefire, as appreciation of the extent of this contamination started to develop, the UN Under-
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, described the use of cluster
munitions by Israel as “shocking” and “to me completely immoral,” estimating that 100,000 unexploded submunitions
remained.’ Three weeks later the UN Mine Action Coordination Centre in South Lebanon revised that estimate suggesting
that the number of unexploded submunitions may be as high as 1 million.*

UNIFIL observer reports suggest that 90 percent of the cluster munitions were fired in the last 72 hours of the conflict.”
Israeli soldiers have stated that over 1,800 cluster rockets containing 1.2 million submunitions were fired during this
three day period. The total number of submunitions used will be much higher when the quantities of artillery launched
and aerial delivered cluster munitions are taken into account. One Israeli commander described the cluster munition
attacks as “insane and monstrous.”® In only one month after the ceasefire bomb disposal teams had destroyed over
25,000 submunitions. Three days of indiscriminate cluster munition use have left a deadly legacy in southern Lebanon
that will take years to clear up.
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In the course of these attacks, Israel appears to have (again) violated a 1976 secret agreement that placed restrictions
on the country’s use of certain U.S.-supplied cluster munitions.’ The repeated violations of this agreement since the
1970s highlight the complete inadequacy of such bilateral assurance as a basis for civilian protection from these
weapons. Despite such repeated breaches, the U.S. agreed a license worth $615,496 for the sale of 1,300 M26 cluster
rockets to Israel in 2005." Israel requested expedited delivery of these rockets during the war in Lebanon, but (at the
time of writing) the U.S. State Department was still considering the situation." The repeated failure of such bilateral
agreements to prevent civilian harm indicates the need for states to develop an international arms trade treaty.

Most importantly, the harm caused by cluster munitions in Lebanon demands further consideration regarding use,
production and transfers of these weapons — indeed in some states the situation in Lebanon has already precipitated
further political engagement on this issue.

At different times, some 30 states have already expressed explicit concerns regarding cluster munitions.” However, a
significant number of states have also maintained that using modern submunitions like the Israeli manufactured M85
will prevent a reoccurrence of post-conflict problems associated with these weapons. Countries that stockpile Israeli
M85s, such as the UK, Argentina, Austria, Finland, Germany, Greece, India, Italy, Romania, Switzerland and the U.S.
should note that these submunitions are contaminating the towns and villages of southern Lebanon alongside all of the
other types deployed. Claims that such modern submunitions are a solution to the ‘problem’ of cluster munitions do not
stand up against the evidence of the Lebanon conflict.

Over the past 40 years cluster munitions have caused a consistent pattern of humanitarian harm during and after
conflicts. The humanitarian suffering caused in Lebanon again underlines the urgency for states to stop the use of cluster
munitions and work for binding legal prohibitions on the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of these weapons.

Key findings

Patterns of use

= |srael used cluster munitions extensively in south Lebanon during July and August 2006 with particularly
heavy use in the 72 hours prior to the ceasefire.

= [srael employed surface-delivered cluster munitions, including 1,800 U.S.-supplied cluster rockets and an
unknown number of U.S. and Israeli-manufactured 155mm artillery projectiles. U.S.-supplied Vietnam-era
air-dropped cluster bombs were also used.

= Approximately 60% of Israeli cluster strikes hit built up areas. As of 5 September 2006, cluster munition
strike sites were recorded in 90 towns and villages.

= Although warnings were delivered, significant numbers of people including the elderly and infirm remained
behind and some were killed and injured.

= Cluster munitions do not appear to have had any significant impact toward the military aims stated by Israel
during the war. The massive and widespread use of cluster munitions across south Lebanon does not seem
to accord with any recognisable legitimate military strategy.
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Impact

During the conflict cluster munitions caused deaths and injuries amongst civilians who were unable or
unwilling to evacuate their homes.

Very large quantities of unexploded submunition contamination have been created, including contamination
from those submunitions fitted with self-destruct mechanisms.

Significant numbers of civilians have been killed and injured by unexploded submunitions at an average of
3-4 casualties per day during the first month since the ceasefire. Approximately 35% of the casualties from
unexploded submunitions have been children.

97 percent of all casualties from unexploded ordnance and mines since the ceasefire have been caused by
cluster munitions.

One month after the ceasefire, unexploded cluster munitions were identified as one of the most significant
threats to civilian life in southern Lebanon.

Residential areas across south Lebanon have been densely contaminated with large numbers of
unexploded submunitions.

Submunition duds have endangered returning populations and prevented some Lebanese people from returning
home. Cluster munitions have hindered relief efforts and will impede work to rehabilitate communities.

Unexploded cluster munitions are affecting the areas of south Lebanon that are already subject to the highest
levels of poverty.

Cluster munitions have seriously affected livelihoods by blocking water supplies, disrupting work to restore
power lines and preventing excavation of rubble and reconstruction efforts.

Unexploded cluster munitions have prevented or endangered the harvest of remaining tobacco, olive, wheat
and fruit crops and will prevent or endanger the replanting of winter grain and vegetable crops.

Conclusions regarding the causes of civilian harm

Cluster munitions are an inherently problematic weapon for two primary reasons: their wide area effects mean they
kill and injure civilians when used in or near populated areas, and the weapon leaves large numbers of unexploded
submunitions that act like de facto landmines long after conflicts. Both of these problems were demonstrated in
Lebanon in 2006.

Israel’s apparent failure to adhere to key tenets of international humanitarian law such as the rules of
distinction, the rule against indiscriminate attacks and the rule of proportionality in attacks with cluster
munitions exacerbated the immediate and post-conflict suffering caused by these weapons.

The use of cluster munitions in or near areas of civilian population caused unnecessary civilian casualties
during attacks.

The use of these weapons, including those fitted with self-destruct mechanisms, created extremely large quantities
of unexploded ordnance contamination in houses, throughout towns and villages, on agricultural land and around
key points of infrastructure. This dense contamination has been a significant cause of unnecessary civilian death
and injury in the immediate post-conflict period.
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Underpinning these conclusions, we note the following:

= The failure of the Government of Israel to stop cluster munition use in response to appeals from humanitarian
organisations that these weapons would cause unnecessary civilian casualties.

The failure of Governments such as the U.K. and the U.S. to reinforce such appeals. Recent U.K. and U.S. use
of cluster munitions has served to develop the rhetoric that these are ‘legal weapons’ as a sufficient response
to criticism of the excessive harm that they cause.

The failure of states to act in international fora such as the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)
despite ongoing appeals from humanitarian organisations that these weapons need to be specifically addressed
and despite consistent evidence regarding the problems associated with these weapons.

= The repeated failure of long-standing bilateral agreements aimed at curbing Israel’s use of certain U.S.
manufactured cluster munitions. This failure of bilateral end-use agreements to prevent humanitarian harm
from cluster munitions highlights the need for a broader binding international instrument on arms transfers
and the proposed international arms trade treaty (ATT) would provide such an international mechanism.

The inadequacy of current international humanitarian law as a mechanism for effectively controlling the impact
of cluster munitions. This inadequacy has been repeatedly demonstrated. An international instrument placing
prohibitions on the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of cluster munitions is urgently needed.

GLOSSARY OF COMMON ACRONYMS

APM Anti-personnel mines

ATT Arms trade treaty

BLU Bomb Live Unit

CBU Cluster Bomb Unit

CMC Cluster Munition Coalition

ccw Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons

ERW Explosive remnants of war

IDF Israeli Defence Force

IHL International humanitarian law

1GOs Inter-governmental organisations

MLRS Multiple Launch Rocket System

NGOs Non-governmental organisations

OCHA United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
UNIFIL United Nations Interim Force In Lebanon

UNMACCSL  United Nations Mine Action Coordination Centre South Lebanon
UNMAS United Nations Mine Action Service

uxo Unexploded ordnance
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2.0 Use of cluster munitions during the conflict

= |srael used cluster munitions extensively in south Lebanon with particularly heavy use in the 72 hours prior
to the ceasefire.

= |srael employed surface-delivered cluster munitions, including 1,800 U.S.-supplied cluster rockets and an
unknown number of U.S. and Israeli-manufactured 155mm artillery projectiles. U.S.-supplied Vietnam-era
air-dropped cluster bombs were also used.

= Some 60 percent of cluster strikes were in or around villages or towns. Although warnings were delivered,
significant numbers of people including the elderly and infirm remained behind.

= Certain U.S-manufactured and supplied cluster munitions are likely to have been used by Israel in contravention
of restrictions placed upon their use by the U.S. in 1976. As a result the U.S. Department of State is reportedly
investigating Israeli use of cluster munitions during the war.

= Cluster munitions do not appear to have had any significant impact towards achieving the military aims stated
by Israel during the war. The massive and widespread use of cluster munitions across south Lebanon does not
seem to accord with any recognisable legitimate military strategy.

Types of submunitions used during the conflict

According to publicly available information, Israel’s stockpile of cluster munitions contains three types of U.S.-manufactured
cluster munitions and one type of Israeli-manufactured cluster munition (though a number of variants have been noted
within that ‘type’). One type of cluster submunition found in southern Lebanon is thought to be a Chinese manufactured
MZD2.* The origin and circumstances of use of the Chinese MZD2 submunitions are not fully known at the time of
writing. However the MZD2 submunitions found during field research in early September were located in an area that
had been bombarded with cluster munitions by Israel during the last 72 hours of the conflict and the MZD2 submunitions
were found in a pattern consistent with other Israeli-fired cluster munitions found in the same location.

Artillery

M483A1 155MM PROJECTILE
L)

Contains 64 M42 and 24 M46 submunitions
Delivered by artillery cannon
Range 23-28 km
Produced by Alliant Techsystems, U.S.
Israeli stock  unknown.

Stockpiled by Bahrain, Canada, Greece, Israel, Jordan,
Morocco, Pakistan, S. Korea, Turkey, U.S.

All photos of submunitions in this section by Simon Conway © Landmine Action 2006
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Contains

Delivered by
Range
Produced by

Israeli stock

Stockpiled by

63 or 49 M85 submunitions

NB: There are at least two different types of

M85 submunition found unexploded in Lebanon.
One is a copy of the M42 and M46 submunitions
and one has an added self-destruct mechanism
with ‘fail safe’ position during the arming sequence.

artillery cannon
23-36 km
Israeli Military Industries (IMI) Israel

Precise number unknown. IMI has produced
over 60 million M85 submunitions.

Argentina, Austria, Denmark, Finland, Germany,
Greece, India, Italy, Israel, Norway, Romania,
Switzerland, U.K., U.S.

M395 & M396 155MM PROJECTILE

Rockets

Contains

Delivered by

Range
Produced by
Israeli stock

Stockpiled by

644 M77 submunitions

Multiple Launch Rocket System (MLRS).
A typical MLRS volley releases 6 rockets.

32 to 38 km
Lockheed Martin, U.S.
unknown

Bahrain, France, Germany, Greece, Israel, Italy,
Japan, S. Korea, Turkey, U.K., U.S

M26 ROCKET
- » r , b o

(PROBABLY) NORINCO 122MM ROCKET

Contains
Delivered by
Range
Produced by
Israeli stock

Stockpiled by

unknown number of MZD2 submunitions
unknown

unknown

NORINCO, China

unknown

China, other stockpilers unknown
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Air-dropped bombs

CBU 58B BOMB

Contains 650 BLU 63 submunitions
Delivered by air-dropped CBU 58B bombs
Range dependent on aircraft

Produced by Lockheed Martin / Lanson, U.S.

Israeli stock unknown

Stockpiled by Israel, Morocco, Saudi Arabia

This CBU 58B cluster bomb found near Nabatiyeh has displayed complete failure. Presumably after failing to open properly during delivery
virtually none of the submunitions have dispersed, armed or exploded. The 1-year U.S. warranty for the cluster bomb was also visible on
the side of the container, having expired in July 1974.

Extent and timing of cluster munition use

Israel used cluster munitions extensively in south Lebanon with particularly heavy use in the 72 hours prior to the
ceasefire. There was a very significant increase in the intensity of the overall bombardment in the final 72 hours.
The UN’s humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon, David Shearer noted:

“In the beginning of the war, too, there were reports on the use of cluster bombs but only a few. In the three
last days, a tremendous amount of them were fired. It’s also hard to know where they were aimed. The dispersion
of the bombs is so wide that even if the original target were outside a populated area, many bombs fell amid
the houses.””

FORESEEABLE HARM
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An Israeli reservist soldier interviewed by the Tel Aviv-based newspaper Haaretz gave a description of the
bombardment they undertook 72 hours before the ceasefire:

“In the last 72 hours we fired all the munitions we had, all at the same spot, we didn’t even alter the direction
of the gun. Friends of mine in the battalion told me they also fired everything in the last three days — ordinary
shells, clusters, whatever they had.”*

Situation reports from UNIFIL observers during the conflict also indicate a marked increase in artillery and rocket fire
over the last 72 hours of the conflict. Whilst an average of 2,000 fire missions were recorded each day during the
conflict, this increased to approximately 6,000 per day in the last three days before the ceasefire.

FIRE MISSIONS OBSERVED BY UN OBSERVERS IN UNIFIL AREA OF OPERATIONS

16 July — 13 August 2006

These figures do not present the full picture of rounds or 8000 -
bombs fired into Lebanon. The figures are provided from w 7000 -
UNIFIL bases scattered around the UNIFIL area of operations & 6000
that are located intermittently close to the Blue Line. They @
do not provide information on the rounds landing outside E 5000 ~
the UNIFIL area of operations such as the Tyre Pocket, the & 4000 -
area north of the Litani River, the Bekaa Valley, Beirut” and g 3000 4
areas north of Beirut. In addition the figures relate to all fire 'g
. . - S 2000
missions and are not restricted to cluster munitions, whose =
use may have spiked even more dramatically than indicated 1000
by this graph. L L e !
o o o o (3
Q Q Q Q Q
N & & & S
o W b & v

== Artillery / mortars / bombs / rockets

While the exact number of cluster munitions fired had not been released at the time of writing, an Israeli MLRS unit
commander was quoted in the Haaretz newspaper as saying that Israeli forces had used 1,800 M26 rockets,
containing 1.2 million M77 submunitions. This number does not include the artillery cluster munitions or air-dropped

cluster bombs used. Further details of the use of cluster munitions during the final 72 hours prior to the ceasefire have

emerged from the same IDF MLRS unit commander as quoted in Haaretz:

According to the commander, in order to compensate for the rockets’ imprecision, the order was to ‘flood’ the area

with them. “We have no option of striking an isolated target, and the commanders know this very well,” he said.
He also stated that the reserve soldiers were surprised by the use of MLRS rockets, because during their regular
army service, they were told these are the IDF’s ‘judgment day weapons’ and intended for use in a full-scale war.

The commander also said that at least in one case, they were asked to fire cluster rockets toward ‘a village’s
outskirts’ in the early morning: “They told us that this is a good time because people are coming out of the
mosques and the rockets would deter them.” In other cases, they fired the rockets at a range of less than 15
kilometres, even though the manufacturer’s guidelines state that firing at this range considerably increases the

number of duds. The commander further related that during IDF training exercises hardly any live rockets are fired,

for fear that they would leave duds behind and fill the IDF’s firing grounds with mines.*

FORESEEABLE HARM

11



Use in populated areas and impact during attacks

= Some 60 percent of cluster strikes were in or around villages or towns.

= Although warnings were given, significant numbers of people including the elderly and infirm
remained behind and some were killed and injured.

Simon Conway © Landmine Action 2006

Thomas Nash © CMC 2006

This artillery launched M42 submunition Chinese manufactured MZD2 submunition found near Beit Yahoun
was one of hundreds found in and around
Maryam Shahin’s house in Yaroun.
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of the Litani river. 5 vhvs, i A .
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Israeli warning leaflet, scanned from the original found in Beit Yahoun, 8 September 2006
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State of Israel
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While most of the civilian population evacuated after Israel dropped leaflets warning people to leave their homes and
move north, it was common for one member of a family to remain behind throughout the war. In some cases this was
because they were elderly or infirm, did not have a vehicle or could not afford the passage. A powerful reason for many
though, particularly the older generation, was an unwillingness to abandon their homes and their land for fear of
having them occupied by Israel. According to a letter from Human Rights Watch to the U.S. government written during
the war:

“Despite Israeli warnings to evacuate, an estimated 100,000 civilians remain in southern Lebanon because of
infirmity, inability to afford exorbitant taxi fares to leave, or fear of becoming another roadside casualty of Israeli
attacks. Israel’s persistent failure to recognize this reality — indeed, its government’s repeated denial of it —
leaves its promise to use cluster munitions only in non-civilian areas unreliable.”*

UNMACC SL records of cluster strikes as of 5 September indicated that at least 90 towns and villages in southern
Lebanon were hit by cluster munitions during the conflict. Once complete records of cluster munition strikes in
southern Lebanon have been compiled the number of towns and villages hit is likely to rise still further.”

RECORDED CLUSTER MUNITION RECORDED CLUSTER MUNITION STRIKES
STRIKES IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 10KM EAST AND SOUTH OF TYRE
as of 5 September 2006 as of 5 September 2006
Centre of strike less than Centre of strike less than
500m from a built up area 500m from a built up area
B Centre of strike more than B Centre of strike more than
500m from a built up area 500m from a built up area

Further analysis of the map of cluster strikes recorded by UNMACC SL indicates that 60% of all recorded cluster strikes
fell within 500 metres of a built up area. In the densely populated area 10km south and east of Tyre known as the Tyre
pocket, this percentage rises to 70%.*

Cluster munitions were used sporadically throughout the conflict, with Human Rights Watch reporting that a cluster
strike on the village of Blida on July 19 killed one civilian and injured 12 more, including seven children.

“According to eyewitnesses and survivors of the attack interviewed by Human Rights Watch, Israel fired several
artillery-fired cluster munitions at Blida around 3 p.m. on July 19. The witnesses described how the artillery shells
dropped hundreds of cluster submunitions on the village. They clearly described the submunitions as smaller
projectiles that emerged from their larger shells.

The cluster attack killed 60-year-old Maryam Ibrahim inside her home. At least two submunitions from the attack
entered the basement that the Ali family was using as a shelter, wounding 12 persons, including seven children.
Ahmed Ali, a 45-year-old taxi driver and head of the family, lost both legs from injuries caused by the cluster
munitions. Five of his children were wounded: Mira, 16; Fatima, 12; ‘Ali, 10; Aya, 3; and “Ola, 1. His wife Akram
Ibrahim, 35, and his mother-in-law “Ola Musa, 80, were also wounded. Four relatives, all German-Lebanese dual
nationals sheltering with the family, were wounded as well: Mohammed Ibrahim, 45; his wife Fatima, 40; and
their children “Ali, 16, and Rula, 13.”%

Field research in early September determined further casualties in at least two villages during cluster munition strikes
at the end of the conflict as the case studies below illustrate.?The true extent of civilian harm from cluster munitions
during the conflict may never be fully documented, but civilian casualties have been recorded amongst those residents
that did not leave their homes before the intense bombardment commenced in the last 72 hours before the ceasefire.

FORESEEABLE HARM
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Case study: Yaroun

Yaroun is a town of 3,500 inhabitants located on the
‘Blue Line’ that separates Lebanon from Israel. The town
was heavily bombarded throughout the conflict and like
most of the towns and villages of south Lebanon it was
subject to intense cluster munition bombardment during
the last three days of the war. Residents conducted
clearance after the ceasefire, but three weeks later no
formal clearance work had been undertaken in the town.

There are reports of at least 4 civilians killed during the
bombardment in Yaroun: Rana Farhad, 3, her sister Zahara
Farhad, 6 and their elderly grandparents.* Abu Nazir
stayed in Yaroun throughout the conflict because he did
not want to leave his land and his home.

Photos: Simon Conway © Landmine Action 2006

“| stayed in my house during the war, during the 34 days. I did not want to leave because | am the
owner of my house, not the Israelis, not anyone else so I decided to stay. Before the ceasefire the
bombings got worse, there was much heavier bombardment. When | went outside after the bombing
stopped, | saw many cluster munitions all around.”

Abu Nazir, 68, retiree, Yaroun

M42 and M46 cluster munitions in a fig orchard behind Jamil
Shahin’s house in Yaroun. His yearly fig crop is going to waste
with fruit splitting on trees and rotting on the ground because
the orchard is densely contaminated with unexploded cluster
munitions, some partially buried in the soft soil.

14 FORESEEABLE HARM



Photo: Simon Conway © Landmine Action 2006

“I must tell you that for the last 25 days my brain was shut down, like a computer. | stayed here
during the fighting and evacuated four people myself. One old lady was missing a foot and |
helped to take her to Tibnine.

Then they started to fire the cluster bombs, in the last days of the war. One old man, Haj Hassan
Hakim, was killed when the cluster bombs fell because he was too old to walk and there was no
vehicle to evacuate him.

On the day of the ceasefire | walked through the cluster bombs to his house and | found him inside.
His house was hit three days before the ceasefire but by the time I got to him he had bled to death.”

Ali Zein Eddin, 43, builder, Beit Yahoun

FORESEEABLE HARM
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4.0 Post conflict impact

= Very large quantities of unexploded submunition contamination have been created, including contamination
from those submunitions fitted with self-destruct mechanisms.

= Significant numbers of civilians have been killed and injured by unexploded submunitions at an average of
3-4 casualties per day during the first month since the ceasefire. Approximately 35% of the casualties from
unexploded submunitions have been children.

= 97 percent of all casualties from unexploded ordnance and mines since the ceasefire have been caused by
cluster munitions.

= One month after the ceasefire, unexploded cluster munitions were identified as one of the most significant
threats to civilian life in southern Lebanon.

= Residential areas across south Lebanon have been densely contaminated with large numbers of unexploded
submunitions.

= Submunition duds have endangered returning populations and prevented some Lebanese people
from returning home. Cluster munitions have hindered relief efforts and will impede work to rehabilitate
communities.

= Unexploded cluster munitions are affecting the areas of south Lebanon that are already subject
to the highest levels of poverty.

= Unexploded cluster munitions have prevented or endangered the harvest of remaining tobacco, olive,
wheat and fruit crops and will prevent or endanger the replanting of winter grain and vegetable crops.

= Cluster munitions have seriously affected livelihoods by blocking water supplies, disrupting work to
restore power lines and preventing excavation of rubble and reconstruction efforts.

Post conflict casualties from cluster munitions

In the first month after the ceasefire the UN recorded 83 civilian casualties directly attributable to cluster munitions. Other
recorded casualties may have been caused by cluster munitions but the information was uncertain. Still more people may
have had accidents without this information being recorded into the UN system. Injuries included amputations of hands
and limbs, puncture wounds, burns, and fragmentation wounds.

PERCENTAGE OF CIVILIAN CASUALTIES
FROM CLUSTER MUNITIONS AND OTHER
UXO OR MINES

14 August - 18 September 2006
3%

Cluster munitions
B Other UXO/mines

PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN AMONGST
RECORDED CASUALTIES FROM CLUSTER
MUNITIONS

14 August - 18 September 2006

Adult
M Children

Data taken from UN MACC SL records, provided to researchers on 19 September 2006.
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Photo: Simon Conway © Landmine Action 2006

Approximately 35 percent of these casualties have been children.” Many children from southern Lebanon sought refuge with
family members in Saida, Beirut and other parts of the country during the conflict. As more and more children return to their
homes in south Lebanon, the proportion of child casualties may rise.

In addition 5 Lebanese Armed Forces EOD operators have been killed while dealing with unexploded cluster munitions.

Jabel Amel Hospital, Tyre
8 September 2006

Ali Ahmed Mansour, 17 and Kasim Mohamed Sharour, 16 are from the village of Qabrikha near Toulin where they work

in their father’s shop. After the ceasefire they had started work again and life at the shop was getting back to normal.

On Thursday 7 September at 8.30 in the morning the two boys were riding a motorcycle from Qabrikha to pick up supplies
in Tibnine when they drove over a cluster submunition.
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“l was driving the motorbike along and Ali was
on the back. | don’t know what happened but
something exploded and we were thrown from
the motorbike. | had injuries from the explosion
and also from the crash when | hit the ground.
Ali was also hurt when he hit the ground,
his shoulder is broken now.”

Kasim Mohamed Sharour, 16, Qabrikha
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“I have had to close the shop again after only opening it last week. The boys cannot work
there and | have to be with them here in the hospital. Now at a time when | need to make
money more than ever, | have had to close my shop again. | don’t know how I will survive.”

Ahmed Mansour, Father of Ali Ahmed Mansour and shopkeeper, Qabrikha

Deir Qanoun Al Ras Ein
9 September 2006

The village of Deir Qanoun Al Ras Ein is surrounded by tobacco fields and fruit trees on the side of a hill. The Hussein family
returned to their house on the edge of a broad wadi (a river bed) two days after the ceasefire. Residents undertook clearance
themselves in the days after the ceasefire to make roads and houses safe, but cluster munitions remain in gardens and
agricultural fields.

Hassan Hemadi, 12, was weeding in the garden two weeks after the ceasefire when he picked up a submunition that was
lying on the ground. His sisters and brothers remember hearing the accident happen.

Hassan was taken to the Priory Hospital in Birmingham, UK with the assistance of the humanitarian organisation Islamic
Relief. He has a serious injury in his stomach and may have fragments still lodged in his bowel. He has also lost four fingers
from his right hand. Specialists at the hospital in Birmingham will remove any remaining cluster munition fragments from his
bowel, treat the amputation of his fingers and attempt to reconstruct his hand, possibly by grafting on one of his toes.

“My brother was in the garden when we heard an explosion. He ran up the stairs holding his
bleeding hand and his belly which was open.”

Fatimah Hemadi, 19, Deir Qanoun Al Ras Ein
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“l was watering the garden and picking weeds and | saw a metal object. | did not know what it was
and so | picked it up. I did not know that it was dangerous, | started playing with the ribbon on the
end, twirling it around. Then | don’t know what happened, it exploded. Now I have lost the fingers
on my hand”

Hassan Hemadi, 12, Saida Hospital
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A table of civilian casualties from cluster munitions, mines and other unexploded ordnance is in the month subsequent to
the 14 August ceasefire is provided at Annex A.

An Amnesty International mission to Lebanon gathered additional testimonies of people injured by post-conflict unexploded
ordnance. Again, cluster munitions came to the fore as the most widespread and lethal contaminants.

Six-year-old ‘Abbas Yusef Shibli described to Amnesty International delegates how a cluster bomb exploded as

he tried to pick it up in the village of Blida on 26 August. Speaking from a hospital bed, Abbas said he was playing
with three friends when he tried to pick up what looked like a “perfume bottle”. Abbas suffered a ruptured colon,
ruptured gall bladder, perforated lung and torn medial nerve and has so far undergone two blood transfusions. His
three playmates were also injured, but discharged after two days.

In the next room, Mahmud Yaqub, a 38-year-old shepherd, lay with his leg in plaster having had it shattered when
he stepped on a cluster bomb. Mahmud said he’d lost four of his 21 goats during the Israeli attacks as they were
unable to get to water. He was rarely able to take them outside during the fighting and now, since the ceasefire,
cluster bombs litter the hillsides which are their normal pasture.

19-year-old Hussein Qaduh, a student in accounting at the Beirut Islamic Technical Institute, was severely injured
by a cluster bomb on 28 August in the southern Lebanese village of Soultaniye as he walked along a path in the
village next to a football field. When Amnesty International delegates visited the area the next day, they found it
was littered with unexploded cluster munitions, some of them a few inches from the path, where the blood was
still visible on the ground. Hussein underwent extensive surgery for haemorrhaging in the intestines and liver.
This was stopped but bleeding continued in the brain. His prognosis was described as extremely critical.

RISK EDUCATION AND ASSISTANCE TO SURVIVORS

In the aftermath of the 34-day conflict the medical
services in Lebanon were already stretched. In southern
Lebanon the need for medical services was particularly
acute. Local organisations and associations provided
much needed support to prevent accidents and to
provide assistance to survivors of cluster munition
accidents and their families.

Habbouba Aoun runs the Landmine Resource Center
(LMRC) in Beirut, an organisation based in the Faculty
of Health Sciences of the University of Balamand. Teams
from the LMRC began mobilising on the day of the
ceasefire to ensure the provision of emergency risk
education to children and to returning populations and
to assess the needs of survivors from cluster munition
accidents. As well as running risk reduction education
events and workshops throughout Lebanon, the LMRC,
member of the National Committees of Mine Risk
Education and of Landmine Victim Assistance, helps in
capacity building of a number of locally based

Habbouba Aoun explaining the dangers of unexploded of
cluster munitions and other ERW,
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Impact on returning populations and relief and rehabilitation efforts

The UN’s humanitarian coordinator for Lebanon in the post-conflict period, David Shearer, noted soon after the ceasefire
that cluster munitions were one of the main obstacles to rehabilitation in southern Lebanon.

“We’ll finish fixing the water and electricity within two weeks, but it will be 12 or even 15 months before we make
southern Lebanon a safe area. Right now the residents are afraid to return to their homes. The farmers are afraid
to return to the fields.”

David Shearer, UN Humanitarian Coordinator for Lebanon?

Similarly, Arjun Jain, of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees noted with regard to cluster munitions that “this
is clearly the biggest threat to civilian life especially south of the Litani river.”” Oxfam’s programme coordinator for southern
Lebanon noted that the rehabilitation efforts would be seriously endangered by the presence of unexploded submunitions.

“It’s shocking to see the situation. As people were massively displaced during the conflict they were not caught
by the effects of the weapons during the war. But as they return to their homes they will feel the consequences
of cluster munitions. It is going to really hinder the rehabilitation process, | don’t know how we’re going to deal
with it. If we do not have access because of unexploded cluster munitions our work will be very difficult.”

One NGO Programme Coordinator®

Other relief NGOs have noted the increased need for rehabilitation services stemming from the use of cluster munitions,
as this press release from International Medical Corps illustrates:

International Medical Corps is actively addressing one of the most difficult aspects of post-war Lebanon: the
increased use of cluster bombs and the toll that they’re taking on the country’s water supply. The ubiquitous

organisations active in southern Lebanon. One of these
organisations is the Vision Association for Development,
Rehabilitation and Care.

Dr Nasser Abou Ltief is the director of Vision Association.
He worked with the LMRC and other organisations to
provide an emergency response after the ceasefire:

“The first priority is prevention through education and
awareness. So we provide documents explaining the
risks to returning populations. We provided training
sessions in schools and municipalities 