We are writing concerning the recent use of cluster munitions by Russian forces in Georgia in the towns of Ruisi and Gori killing 11 civilians and injuring many more. We urge the government of COUNTRY to issue a public statement to condemn Russia’s use of cluster munitions, weapons that more than 100 countries [INCUDING COUNTRY where relevant] agreed to ban three months ago. 

We also ask that you call on the Russian government to immediately stop using cluster munitions and provide the necessary strike data to start clearance work to prevent more civilian casualties. Cluster munitions are particularly dangerous to civilians when used in populated areas, as they have been in Georgia, because of their wide area effect. Because many cluster bombs fail to explode on impact they pose a lethal risk to civilians long after a conflict ends. Without appropriate awareness of the risk posed by unexploded submunitions among the local population, the number of cluster munition casualties in Georgia is likely to rise. Russia recently ratified Protocol V of the Convention on Convention Weapons which obliges Russia to provide data on use of all explosive ordnance. 
Russia’s use of cluster bombs shows it is out of step with the efforts of the international community to protect civilians from the effects of these indiscriminate weapons. When 107 nations negotiated the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) they sent a strong signal to the international community that cluster munitions should never be used again. 

The use of cluster munitions in Georgia highlights the urgent need for countries sign the Convention when it opens for signature on 3 December 2008, and we hope that the government of COUNTRY will be among the first wave of countries to sign the new Convention. We urge the government of COUNTRY to announce publicly its intention to sign the treaty in Oslo, Norway this December. 
