What is a cluster bomb?

A cluster munition releasing submunitions, or bogitk

A cluster bomb, or cluster munition, is a weapon
containing multiple — often hundreds — of small
explosive submunitions, or bomblets.

Cluster bombs are dropped from the air or fired
from the ground and designed to break open in
mid-air, releasing the submunitions and saturating
an area that can be the size of several football
fields. This impact area is referred to as the
weapon’s “footprint”.

Cluster bombs are area-effect weapons. This mea
that their impact is not limited to one precisey&y
such as an individual tank. Instead, a whole asea i
scattered with explosives. Across this area tlsere
an indiscriminate risk to civilians and soldiers
alike.

As so many of the submunitions fail to explodeles/tare supposed to, huge quantities are left@grbund
and, like landmines, remain a fatal threat to aeyorthe area long after a conflict ends. The utosiqu
submunitions kill and injure people trying to rdduheir lives after conflict. They stop peoplerfrdoeing able
to use their land and access schools and hospitady. can remain a threat for decades.
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