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What is the problem?
Cluster bombs kill and injure too many civilianghouring attacks and after the conflict has enéedm

Laos to Lebanon cluster bombs have posed a deadlgradictable threat in every conflict in whicleyh
have been used and have repeatedly caused exceasiveo civilians.

D ‘“\.
’M“ B
During the attack

Cluster bombs pose a deadly threat to civiliangnduaittacks because they cover wide areas withosxs
and shrapnel.

The area affected during a single attack can ke tipe size of several football pitches. Within #ffected
area there can be no discrimination between saldied civilians.

When cluster bombs are used in or near populatasar where almost all modern conflicts take ptace
excessive civilian casualties will almost alwaysuie

After the attack

A large number of the smaller submunitions, or bletsh dispersed from cluster munitions fail to exjd
as they are supposed to. As a result, huge quemntifithe smaller explosive bomblets are left engtound,
and like landmines, they pose a lethal threat\iians living and working in that area long afeeconflict
has ended.

Farmers working their land can cause bomblets pdoebe. Children are often attracted by the curghepe,
colour and small size of the bomblets and haveakest them for toys, killing and injuring themseeesl
others from picking them up or playing with them.

Simply stepping on a bomblet or picking it up canse it to explode - resulting in death or seveijtgies
from shrapnel including loss of limbs and blindness

Cluster bombs also prevent people from rebuildivegrtlivelinoods.

The explosive contamination hampers post-confliestedlopment, renders agricultural land inaccessdle,
forces people to work in contaminated areas defipgteisk because there is no other means for thexarn
an income.




How the Convention on Cluster Munitions addresses these problems
The Convention on Cluster Munitions negotiated iay\N2008, and opened for signature in December 200
makes cluster bombs illegal. The treaty will emtéo force after 30 countries have ratified it.witl then be
illegal for those states that sign the treaty ®, psoduce, stockpile or transfer cluster bombth@lgh
some states are likely to remain outside the trétity already increasing the strong stigma addhese
weapons and it is hoped and expected that no-siatduding those that have not been part of thie Os
Process — will ever use cluster munitions again.

The Convention on Cluster Munitions will make itligatory for States that sign up to the Conventmn
clear contaminated land as soon as possible bt years. It is only when land has been maeke fr
from unexploded cluster bombs that people can begiebuild their lives and livelihoods.

The Convention also has groundbreaking obligat@nstates to provide victim assistance and redtiee
rights of people directly impacted by cluster miams as well as their families and affected comriesi
These obligations cover medical care, rehabilitatind psychological support and social and economic
inclusion.

Cluster munitions have a wide and pervasive impfattreaches beyond the individual who is directly
affected, so the definition of a "victim" is kepldberately broad in the treaty to include the viial,
family and community. This treaty recognizes, fwample, that if the injured person is the breadn&mof
the family and can no longer work, his or her entamily suffers.

The rights of survivors of cluster munitions haderebeen articulated before, but this treaty putsdn
rights top priority. This is a significant stepWard in the approach to survivors of weapons. lansestates
not only have to provide services, such as physatabilitation and medical care, but must ensoaé ll
measures are taken to address the human rightsvivars of cluster munitions. For example, thechet
outlines implementation measures, such as incluslimgvors and their representative organizations i
decision-making processes (right to inclusion/pgrétion), integrating victim assistance into other
appropriate national mechanisms to ensure efficaoy,ensuring that there is no discrimination agjaon
among victims (right to non-discrimination).

States that possess cluster bombs must also déiséiogtocks of the weapon as soon as possibleviahih
8 years. This is essential to ensure that clusterds will not proliferate around the world and wi#tver be
used again.




