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Global Conference on the Convention on Cluster Munitions, 7 June 2010, Santiago, Chile 
 
Thank you, Chairperson. 
 
Good afternoon, excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen.  My name is Alex Hiniker, and together 
with Ms. Vilayphone Chouramany, we represent the CMC in Laos. 
 
Our work in Laos is part of the CMC‟s global campaign to achieve three main objectives at the 
First Meeting of States Parties. 
 
-The first one is to have wide participation from States as well as civil society. 
 
-The second objective is to ensure that the meeting results in a comprehensive and coordinated 
action plan, a strong political declaration, and a clear program and structure for future diplomatic 
work on the Convention. 
 
-The third overarching objective is to raise general awareness of the Convention, including both 
the suffering caused by cluster munitions and the hope to end it with a sustained commitment to 
the global ban on cluster munitions. 
 
In Laos, the CMC works closely with the government, international organizations, foreign 
embassies, and UNDP to facilitate civil society participation in the lead-up to and 
implementation of the First Meeting of States Parties. In fact, this includes everyone sitting up 
here today. 
 
We have identified hotels for several hundred civil society delegates to sleep in Vientiane this 
November, but our work doesn‟t stop there. We are going to make sure there‟s media coverage, 
great exhibitions and side events, catchy materials and good statements in the conference. 
 
Since I arrived in Laos a little over a month ago, my days have been filled with meetings that 
spill over into evenings, weekends, and holidays, over lunches, dinners, Lao coffee, or BeerLao. 
People are full of ideas and eager to put in the time and energy to make them happen.  We‟ve 
come up with a great plan to build momentum from now until November involving everyone from 
monks to grandmothers. 
 
As I‟ve been caught up in all of these meetings, I haven‟t had much time to work on my Lao 
language skills, so I‟m not quite fluent yet.  But, there is one word I know that everyone seems 
to understand, and that‟s „bombie‟. „Bombie‟ is the word used in Laos for cluster bombs.  As you 
all know, Laos is the most affected country in the world. 
 
Throughout the Oslo process, you‟ve heard from people who experience firsthand the 
devastation of cluster munitions – and at the First Meeting of States Parties, you‟ll have an 
opportunity to see what they‟ve been talking about. 



 
But it‟s not all sad news.  When you come to Laos this November, you‟ll also see the great work 
that‟s being done to end the suffering caused by these weapons. We have some fabulous ideas 
in store for the meeting. Everyone wants to pitch in, whether its dance performances including 
people with disabilities, clearance demonstrations, or massages from the blind. And of course 
there‟s the CMC evening reception, where you can cheer on players at the demonstration 
wheelchair basketball game. 
 
One of the first thing people ask me when I meet them in Vientiane is, “What are you doing 
here?” When I say that I work on the big cluster bomb meeting in November, they all know 
exactly what I‟m talking about.  “Ah, yes, the big meeting this November,” they say.  And they 
wish me luck. 
 
But I don‟t think the success of this meeting depends on luck.  As you‟ve just heard, the 
groundwork is being laid for a well-organized conference this November – and the CMC is 
actively engaged in this process. 
 
In addition to weekly planning meetings with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, UNDP, and the 
National Regulatory Authority, we communicate informally on a daily basis.   
 
In fact, one of the reasons I‟m most confident that this meeting will be great is the strong spirit of 
collaboration in Laos.  Although we all have distinct roles, we do share one common objective, 
which is to make the First Meeting of States Parties a success. 
 
Everyone is excited to welcome delegates from around this world to show them the great work 
being undertaken to mitigate the effects of these horrible weapons. We look forward to seeing 
you all in Laos this November.  The work starts here – but we‟re going to have a little fun, too. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remarks by Mr. Bounmy Vijak, Ban Advocate, Lao PDR 
 
1. My name is Bounmy. My name means someone with a lot of luck. But I‟m a cluster munition 
survivor from Lao PDR. One morning in 1996, I was digging my rice field. Suddenly, a cluster 
sub-munition exploded. Villagers heard the explosion and they came to see me and bring me 
home. When my parents saw me, they were devastated and thought that I was dead. At this 
moment, I became conscious and felt extreme pain and I cried out. Only then did my parents 
and relatives realize that I was still alive. They transported me to the hospital. It took about two 
hours to get there. 
 
2. I spent 45 days in the hospital. My body was covered by bomb scrap. The doctor did not have 
any choice but to cut off my arm. When I returned home, I felt hopeless. I faced so many 
difficulties. I felt depressed and I wanted to kill myself. I was not able to work or help my family. 
My friends had deserted me.  
 
3. Throughout this time, I was encouraged by my family, who also took care of me. Thanks to 
their support, I decided to finish my studies, and to pursue vocational training. Now I have a 
motivating job. But I know that many cluster munition survivors cannot find work. 
 
4. I hope you understand how difficult living with disabilities can be. I hope you also understand 
that long after the war has ended, cluster bombs continue to kill innocent people and destroy 
homes. Whatever we do, we run into cluster munitions. We know that hundreds of survivors 
have been treated, but we also know that many more have died or are unknown to us. Large 
areas of fertile land remain contaminated. Our people cannot cultivate or make a living safely, 
and our country cannot develop.  
 
5. Now I am a Ban Advocate. As you know, the Ban Advocates are a group of cluster munition 
survivors from around the world lobbying for the promotion of this Convention. In preparation for 
the First Meeting of States Parties in Vientiane, eight Lao cluster munition survivors joined the 
Ban Advocate team. Together we are raising awareness of the needs of survivors in our 
villages, provinces, and at the national and international level.  
 
6. This Convention can change our lives. It is in your hands. We, survivors and our families, 
expect from you a clear and strong commitment to support not only the Lao survivors but 
affected communities all over the world. This will only be possible with a clear Vientiane Action 
Plan. We, as survivors, need to be involved. We know what the real needs of the victims are. 
Support has to be based on our needs. Concrete assistance is urgently needed now, and for 
many years to come.  
 
7. We welcome you all to the meeting in Vientiane, and look forward to working with you. Then, 
the Convention will be a success and will bring real change to the lives of survivors.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. ຂ້ຬງຆື່ຍຸຌມີ. ຾ຉ່ຂ້ຬງຽຎັຌຏູ້ໜຶ່ຄ຋ີ່ແຈ້ອັຍຽ຃າະ

ອ້າງ຅າກລະຽຍີຈຍ຺່ມຍີ. ເຌຉຬຌຽຆ຺້າມື້ ໜຶ່ຄຎີ 1996, 

ຂ້ຬງພວມຂຸຈຈິຌຌາຢູ່. ຋ັຌເຈ ລະຽຍີຈກໍ່ແຈ້຾ຉກຂຶ້ຌ. 

ຆາວຍ້າຌແຈ້ງິຌສຼຄ ຅ິ່ຄແຈ້ມາຽຍິ່ຄ ຾ລະພາຂ້ຬງແຎຽອືຬຌ. 

ຽມື່ຬພໍ່຾ມ່ຽຫັຌຂ້ຬງ ຽຂ຺າຽ຅຺້າຉ຺ກເ຅ຫົາງ ຾ລະຽຂ຺າ

ຽ຅຺້າ຃ິຈວ່າຂ້ຬງຉາງ຾ລ້ວ. ເຌຉຬຌຌັ້ຌ ຂ້ຬງອູ້ສຶກຉ຺ວ

ງ້ຬຌ຃ວາມຽ຅ັຍຎວຈຬັຌ຾ສຌສາ ຫັຈ຋ີ່ສຸຈ ຾ລະແຈ້ອ້ຬຄ຃າຄຬຬກ

ມາ. ພໍ່຾ມ່ ຾ລະພີ່ຌ້ຬຄຂ້ຬງ ຅ິ່ຄອູ້ວ່າຂ້ຬງງັຄມີ

ຆີວິຈຢູ່. ຾ລ້ວຽຂ຺າກໍ່ພາຂ້ຬງແຎ຿ອຄໝໍ, ເຆ້ຽວລາ 2 ຆ຺່ວ

຿ມຄ.  

 

2. ຂ້ຬງແຈ້ຎິ່ຌຎ຺ວຢູ່຿ອຄໝໍ ຽຎັຌຽວລາ 45 ວັຌ. ຉ຺ຌຉ຺ວ

ຂຬຄຂ້ຬງຊືກສະຽກັຈລະຽຍີຈຢູ່຋຺່ວໝ຺ຈ. ຋່າຌໝໍຍໍ່ມີ

຋າຄຽລືຬກຫງັຄຌຬກ຅າກ຅ະຉັຈ຾ຂຌຂຬຄຂ້ຬງຊີ້ມ. ຽມື່ຬ

ຂ້ຬງກັຍ຃ືຌມາຍ້າຌ, ຂ້ຬງອູ້ສຶກໝ຺ຈຫວັຄ. ຂ້ຬງຉ້ຬຄແຈ້

ພ຺ຍກັຍຬຸຎະສັກຫົາງຢ່າຄ. ຂ້ຬງອູ້ສຶກ຋ໍ້຾຋້ ຾ລະ ຢາກ

ຂ້າຉ຺ວຉາງ. ຂ້ຬງຍໍ່ສາມາຈຽອັຈວຼກຆ່ວງ຃ຬຍ຃຺ວແຈ້. ໝູ່

຋ີ່ຽ຃ີງສະໜິຈກໍ່ແຈ້ຫ່າຄຽຫີຌຬຬກແຎ.  

 

3. ຉະຫົຬຈແລງະຽວລາຈັ່ຄກ່າວຌີ້, ຂ້ຬງແຈ້ອັຍກຳລັຄເ຅຅າກ

຃ຬຍ຃຺ວ ຽຎັຌຢ່າຄຈີ ຾ລະຽຬ຺າເ຅ເສ່ຂ້ຬງ. ຂ້ຬງ຅ິ່ຄແຈ້

ຉັຈສິຌເ຅ອຼຌຉໍ່຅຺ຌ຅຺ຍ ຾ລະອຼຌຉໍ່ວິຆາຆີຍ. ຎະ຅ຸ

ຍັຌຌີ້ຂ້ຬງມີວຼກຽອັຈ຋ີ່ໜ້າສ຺ຌເ຅. ຾ຉ່ຂ້ຬງອູ້ວ່າ

ຏູ້ຽ຃າະອ້າງ຅າກລະຽຍີຈຬີກຫົາງ຃຺ຌງັຄຍໍ່ມີວຼກຽອັຈ.  

 



4. 

ຂ້ຬງ¹ñ¸¤¸È¾êÈ¾­£ö¤¥½À¢í¾Ã¥À«ó¤£¸¾´ì¿®¾¡ຂຬຄ຃ວາມຽຎັຌພ

ິກາຌມັຌຽຎັຌ຾ຌວ ເຈ. ຾ລະຂ້ຬງກໍ່ຫວັຄຬີກຢ່າຄ

ໜຶ່ຄວ່າ຋່າຌ຃຺ຄ຅ະອູ້ວ່າຫົັຄ຅າກ຋ີ່ສ຺ຄ຃າມແຈ້ສິ້ຌສຸ

ຈແຎຈ຺ຌ 

຾ລ້ວລະຽຍີຈກໍ່ງັຄສືຍຉໍ່ຂ້າຎະຆາຆ຺ຌຏູ້ຍໍລິສຸຈ 

຾ລະ຋ຳລາງຍ້າຌຽອືຬຌ຋ີ່ຢູ່ຬາເສ. ກາຌ 

ຈຳລ຺ຄຆິວີຈພ຺ຍ຃ວາມງຸ້ຄງາກ. ຽອັຈຫງັຄກໍ່ພ຺ຍ຾ຉ່ລະຽຍີຈ. 

ພວກຽອ຺າອູ້ວ່າມີຏູ້ແຈ້ອັຍຽ຃າະອ້າງແຈ້ອັຍກາຌຎິ່ຌຎ຺ວ

ຫົາງອ້ຬງ຃຺ຌ, ຾ຉ່ຫົາງກວ່າຌັ້ຌ຋ີ່ແຈ້ຽສີງຆີວິຈ. 

ຈິຌ຅ະ຋ຳກາຌຏະ ລິຈງັຄມີລະຽຍີຈຉ຺ກ຃້າຄຢູ່ຫົາງ. ຎະຆາຆ຺ຌ

ຍໍ່ສາມາຈຽອັຈຫງັຄແຈ້, ຫາລ້ຼຄຆີຍແຈ້ຈ້ວງ຃ວາມຎຬຈແພ, ຾ລະ

ຎະຽ຋ຈຂຬຄພວກຽອ຺າຍໍ່ສາມາຈພັຈ຋ະຌາແຈ້.  

 

5. ຎະ຅ຸຍັຌຌີ້ ຂ້ຬງກໍ່ຽຎັຌຏູ້ໜຶ່ຄ຋ີ່ສະໜັຍສະໜຸຌ

ຉ້າຌລູກລະຽຍີຈ. ຈັ່ຄ຋ີ່຋່າຌອູ້຾ລ້ວວ່າ ຏູ້ສະໜັຍສະ

ໜຸຌຉ້າຌລູກລະຽຍີຈຍ຺່ມຍີ ຾ມ່ຌຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ຅າກລະ

ຽຍີຈ ເຌ຿ລກຌີ້ ງັຄ ອຼກອ້ຬຄເຫ້ມີກາຌສະໜັຍສະໜຸຌສ຺ຌ

຋ິສັຌງາຬັຌຌີ້. ເຌກາຌກະກຼມກຬຄຎະຆຸມລັຈພາ຃ີ຃ັ້ຄ຋ຳຬິຈ

ຢູ່຋ີ່ວຼຄ຅ັຌ, ຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ຅າກລະຽຍີຈຍ຺່ມຍີ຃຺ຌລາວ 

8 ຃຺ຌ ແຈ້ຽຂ຺້າອ່ວມກາຌສະໜັຍສະໜຸຌຉ້າຌລະຽຍີຈຍ຺່ມຍີ. 

ພວກຽອ຺າ຋ັຄໝ຺ຈກຳລັຄງ຺ກລະຈັຍ຅ິຈສຳຌຶກກ່ຼວກັຍ຃ວາມ

ຉ້ຬຄກາຌຂຬຄຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ ເຌຍ້າຌ, ຾ຂວຄ, ຾ລະ຋຺່ວຎະຽ຋ຈ.  

 

6. ສ຺ຌ຋ິສັຌງາຬັຌຌີ້ສາມາຈຎ່ຼຌ຾ຎຄຆີວິຈຂຬຄພວກຽອ຺າແຈ້. 

ມັຌຢູ່ເຌກຳມືຂຬຄພວກ຋່າຌ.  



ພວກຽອ຺າ຋ີ່ຽຎັຌຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ ຾ລະ຃ຬຍ຃຺ວ ຃າຈຫວັຄ

ສັຌງາ຋ີ່຅ະ຾຅້ຄ ຾ລະຽຂັ້ມ຾ຂຄ຅າກ຋່າຌ ວ່າ຅ະຆ່ວງຽຫົືຬ 

ຍໍ່ສະຽພາະ຾ຉ່ຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງຢູ່ລາວ ຾ຉ່ລວມຽຬ຺າຆຸມຆ຺ຌ

຋ີ່ແຈ້ອັຍຏ຺ຌສະ຋້ຬຌ຋຺່ວ຿ລກ. ສິ່ຄຌີ້຅ະຽຎັຌແຎແຈ້ກໍ່

ຉໍ່ຽມື່ຬມີ຾ຏຌວຼກວຼຄ຅ັຌ຋ີ່຅ະ຾຅້ຄ. ພວກຽອ຺າເຌຊາຌະ

຋ີ່ຽຎັຌຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ ຉ້ຬຄແຈ້ມີສ່ວຌອ່ວມ. ພວກຽອ຺າ

ອູ້ວ່າ຃ວາມຉ້ຬຄກາຌ຋ີ່຾຋້຅ິຄຂຬຄຏູ້ຊືກຽ຃າະອ້າງ຾ມ່ຌ

ຫງັຄ. ກາຌຆ່ວງຽຫົືຬຉ້ຬຄຬີຄເສ່຃ວາມຉ້ຬຄກາຌຉ຺ວ຅ິຄຂຬຄ

ພວກຽອ຺າ. ກາຌຆ່ວງຽຫົືຬ຋ີ່ຽຎັຌອູຍຽຎັຌອ່າຄ຾ມ່ຌມີ຃ວາມ

຅ຳຽຎັຌຢ່າຄອີຍຈ່ວຌເຌຎະ຅ຸຍັຌ, ຾ລະສຳລັຍຫົາງຎີຉໍ່ໜ້າ.  

 

7. ພວກຽອ຺າງິຌຈີຉ້ຬຌອັຍ຋່າຌ຋ີ່ກຬຄຎະຆຸມຢູ່ວຼຄ຅ັຌ, 

຾ລະ຃ຬຄ຃ຬງ຋ີ່຅ະແຈ້ຽອັຈວຼກ ອ່ວມກັຍ຋່າຌ. ຅າກຌັ້ຌ 

ສ຺ຌ຋ິສັຌງາຌີ້຅ະກາງຽຎັຌຏ຺ຌສຳຽລັຈ ຾ລະ຅ະແຈ້ຌຳຽຬ຺າກາຌ 

ຎ່ຼຌ຾ຎຄຬັຌ຾຋້຅ິຄມາສູ່ຆີວິຈຂຬຄຏູ້ແຈ້

ອັຍຽ຃າະອ້າງ຋ັຄຫົາງ.  


