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Thank you Mr. President, 

Gathering here in Lao PDR for the First Meeting of States Parties reminds us all why this is a vital life-saving Convention that works and why all governments should join.  We have seen the extent of contamination from our field visits that after more than 40 years still affects this country and its people in a daily and sometimes devastating manner. 

We are pleased at the high number of countries participating in this conference and particularly by the high-level delegations from 18 countries. We are especially encouraged to see that there are more than 20 countries that have not yet joined the Convention participating in this conference.  We expect to hear from these states during this week on the steps that they are taking to join the Convention. 

The Cluster Munition Coalition has three main messages on universalisation for states at this First Meeting of States Parties. 

Firstly, we call on all states to ‘get on board’ the Convention on Cluster Munitions.  Signatory states need to ratify the Convention as soon as possible and all non-signatory states need to accede to the Convention without delay.  Not only are there compelling reasons to join the Convention, but there are also solutions to the concerns that some states have raised over joining. 

We are seeing, history in the making as the global norm against cluster munitions starts to take hold.  Cluster munitions are becoming stigmatised to the extent that even states that have not yet joined the Convention will find it hard to use these weapons without a public and political backlash.  But more work needs to be done to convince the militaries of some countries to get onboard. We therefore encourage States Parties to initiate a military-to-military dialogue with States not party to explain the multiple benefits that can be gained by relinquishing this weapon and joining the Convention. 

Countries affected by cluster munitions should view the Convention as a framework to accelerate clearance of contaminated land, expand the coverage of assistance to victims, and to increase the provision of international cooperation and assistance to help implement treaty provisions.  The best way to get assistance is by getting onboard the Convention.

Our second message is that there is strength in numbers.  All states wishing to prevent the horrors of cluster munitions should accede without delay.  The greater the number of states that join, the stronger the global norm and stigma against these weapons.  Even countries that are not affected, and do not possess cluster bombs in their stockpiles need to make joining the Convention a priority.  The CMC acknowledges that in large part this is a preventative treaty.  Billions of cluster bombs around the world are still held in stockpiles and need to be destroyed. If they were to be used the problem of cluster bombs would cause a devastating humanitarian crisis that could dwarf that of landmines. This is another reason why we need to continuously speak out against these weapons until all states have joined the convention. 

Our third message to states at this conference is to spread the word. Article 21 of the Convention makes it a legal requirement for States Parties to encourage other states to get onboard as well.  More states should be promoting this Convention, and more often.  The Convention should be on the agenda of all meetings that States Parties have with key target states outside of the Convention.  All states can and should promote the Convention in multilateral fora and through diplomatic representations abroad.  

We encourage you all to share your outreach activities through your transparency reporting and other means.  We need to communicate and cooperate to bring more countries onboard by the time of the Second Meeting of States Parties in 2011.

2010 has been a very busy but productive year on the universalisation front, but we can all do more.  We intensified our efforts in the run up to entry into force through the ‘100 Day Countdown to entry into force’ which urged all non-signatory countries to sign by 1 August and for signatories to ratify by then.  The 1 August 2010 entry into force of the convention was celebrated by campaigners in 84 countries together with our partners in government and international organisations.   The CMC has worked closely with parliamentarians, including with members of the European Parliament, on a resolution welcoming entry into force which called on non-signatory states to join the Convention.  We have reached out to governments through targeted outreach in Geneva, New York as well as at the recent General Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. We cooperated with Japan on its leadership role as Friend of the President on Universalisation and have collaborated closely with other States Parties to promote accession and ratification of the Convention.   

Our membership of campaigners in approximately 100 countries have done the most to advocate for accession and ratification to the Convention.  Through activities such as national workshops, parliamentary roundtables, media outreach, and popular mobilization our members have promoted universalisation of the Convention with many successes.  More than one million people in over 130 countries have signed the CMC’s People’s Treaty and Handicap International’s petition showing that there is a clear demand from the public to ban this weapon. At the heart of this work lies an ongoing effort to create and build a dialogue between civil society, on the one hand, and political leadership and government officials, on the other, a partnership that will continue to lead to a growing number of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions. 

It is likely that countries will be more willing to join the Convention in the next year or two than in the more distant future.  We have a window of opportunity to rapidly increase the number of States Parties, and we must seize the opportunity before the window shuts. We look forward to working with you over the coming year to deliver more results by the 2nd Meeting of States Parties.  
Thank you.
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