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Mr. President, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Given the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor’s role as the de facto monitoring body of the Convention on Cluster Munitions, the Cluster Munition Coalition places great importance on the convention’s transparency provisions. It is clear that regular, detailed, and publicly available reporting is closely linked with effective treaty implementation. Transparency measures also help build confidence within the international community that States Parties are respecting their convention obligations. At the same time, reporting serves State Party’s interests by communicating information on its accomplishments and signaling to the international community any areas for which it might need external assistance.

To best facilitate consistent reporting in line with treaty obligations, there has been an extensive consultation process this year to develop a reporting template, both for reporting under Article 7 and Article 3 on the retention, acquisition, or transfer of cluster munitions. The forms should be used both for initial reports and annual updates, with a cover form that will simplify reporting where states’ status remains unchanged. We would like to extend our gratitude to Belgium, as Friend of the Chair, for drafting such a solid and comprehensive framework for transparency reporting.

The time has now come to begin using the Article 7 reporting template. For the first 30 States Parties to the convention, initial Article 7 transparency reports are due on 27 January 2011. To these 30 States Parties—as the first states to submit reporting under this convention—you have a special responsibility. We challenge you to set a high standard for reporting under the Convention on Cluster Munitions by providing thorough and accurate information on all elements of the reporting templates, by your deadline. It may take more time to prepare initial transparency reports than subsequent annual reports, but this extra effort is offset by the benefits—building confidence and supporting the convention’s swift implementation by sharing information with the international community. 

When submitting initial and annual reports, States Parties should report in as much detail as possible on all relevant forms, including on the big picture of plans in place, progress made and outstanding challenges, as set out in Article 7 and reinforced in the Vientiane Action Plan. We also encourage states to go beyond the bare minimum needed to fulfill treaty requirements, to include all information that will shed light on your current status vis-à-vis convention obligations, including any requirements for international cooperation and assistance. Under Article 7, States Parties must report on progress in implementing all of the convention’s positive obligations, including destruction of stockpiles, clearance of contaminated areas, risk education, victim assistance, international cooperation and assistance, and national implementation measures, plus national resources provided. States are also encouraged to report on universalization activities carried out to bring more states on board, as required under Article 21. 

Certainly thorough reporting can take time and energy, but states should already have this information readily available as part of their efforts to meet their treaty obligations. In addition, States Parties may introduce efficiencies by using similar data to fulfill reporting requirements of related treaties, though generally the Convention on Cluster Munitions has the highest reporting standard.

The convention has indeed set a high standard for transparency reporting. It is now up to states to fulfill their Article 7 transparency reporting obligation and set a new, and very high, standard for quality, timely, detailed reporting.

Thank you.

