SURVIVORS’ DECLARATION 

VIENTIANE, LAOS NOVEMBER 2010

We, the cluster munition and landmine survivors from around the world are participating in this vital First Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) to inform the delegates about our expectations and to remind you of our commitment to making the goals of this treaty a reality. 

The CCM is a groundbreaking instrument of international law. It recognizes that assistance to victims is not only wishful thinking. Rather, it is an unequivocal legal obligation. It is now time to go from speeches and expressions of good will to action on the ground in places where it makes a real difference. 

It is with that in mind that we call on all States Parties to the CCM to:
1. Implement the Vientiane Action Plan and the actions on victim assistance within specified timeframes. 

2. Immediately mobilize adequate resources and translate your commitments into real changes in the lives of survivors. 

3. Listen to girls, boys, women and men survivors and tailor victim assistance priorities according their needs and demands. 

4. Ensure that support services reach rural areas, and support local income generation programs, which result in concrete improvements in the lives of survivors. 

5. Support states’ plans of action for victim assistance, as well as organizations of survivors and persons with disabilities, and hold all of them accountable for showing that they implemented the plans.  

6. Clear the land of this hazardous litter, so it ceases to victimize. 

7. Comply with the Convention. Signing and ratifying the CCM was an act of honoring the survivors, but it cannot stop there. Enforce what you have committed to, and put pressure on non-signatories to join the treaty as well. 

8. Accede to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as a human rights framework and ensure 
· there is no discrimination against cluster munitions victims or other persons with disabilities.

· social and economic inclusion and equality. 

We commit to:

1. Share the truth about the experience of survivors, and the horrors of cluster bomb victimization.
2. Fight for rapid and full implementation of the Convention’s victim assistance obligations. 

3. Actively engage in advocating for governments to join the Convention and to support victim assistance efforts. 

4. Work with our governments and all willing partners to search for better solutions and bring about positive change in the lives of survivors and our communities. 

5. Foster positive change and contribute to the socio-economic development of our families and communities. 

We look forward to working with all of you and to your reporting next year on tangible progress in achieving the aims of the Convention and the Vientiane Action Plan.

The survivors and some other victim assistance advocates that provided inputs to this declaration: 

Afghanistan:  Amina Azimi, Rahmatullah Merzayee, Sulaiman Aminy, Zheela Habibyar, Soraj Ghulam Habib, Firoz Alizada. Bosnia and Herzegovina: Nisvet Puric, Zoran Panic, Aladin Mujacic, Izet Palata, Miroslav Andric, Brano Djordjevic, Adnan Alihodzic, Zeljko Volas, Milorad Jovic, Muhamed Alisic, Sabahudin Rudi Velic,  Nusret Pleho, Gojko Surbat. Burundi: Egide Hakizimana, Aimable Nzoyisenga, Jean Claude Nzeyimana, Dionise Ntaconayigize, Josiane Nshimirimana, Eric Niragira. Colombia: Albeiro Amaya Ardila, Guillermo Candamil, Marlen Cabeza, Luis Ferney Torres. Cambodia: Song Kosal, Tun Channareth, Denise Coghlan. Croatia: Mirsad Tokić, Mirjana Dobranović, Antun Vincetić, Zdravko Miletić.  Ethiopia: Tadelech Watimn, Asamninew Negash,  Aynalem Zenebe, Beyerne Eshetu, Bekele Gonfa. El Savador: Dimas   González,  Francisco Marín,  Ángela Moreno, Vicente Escobar, Gerardo Salazar, Napoleón Ramos, Julia Nolasco, Jesús Martínez, Fabián Aquino, José Efraín Ramos,  Marta Hernández. Iraq: Moaffak Alkhafaji, Hikmat Marouf, Barzan Abubakir, Kamaran Salih, Sardar Sidiq Abdulkarim. Lao PDR: Phet Latsabout, Latsamy Voralath, Bounmy Vichak, Thoummy Silamphan, Phongsavath Manithong, Norva Lee, Ta Douangchom, Chantava Podbouly. Nepal:Purna Shova Chitrakar. Pakistan: Muhammad Raza Shah, MRE Team Members of APADO. Serbia: Katarina Pasic, Danijel Ivic, Branislav Kapetanovic, Radisa Milivojevic, Dragan Djukanovic, Jovica Pavlovic, Radoje Zivkovic. Tajikistan: Umarbek Pulodov. Uganda:Ms Margaret Arac Orech, Imelda Tumukunde, Sylvia Biira, Nbatu Ahab. Vietnam: Nguyen Ngoc Hoa,  Le Thi Thuyen, Nguyen Ba Le, Nguyen Hai Huan, Le Tu Phong, Nguyen Thi Thanh Hong, Ngo Xuan Hien, Phamquythi, Kim Hoa Nguyen. Yemen: Saba Ali, Arwa Wise, Qarih Alamari, Wardh Alaw, Mohamad Alabdali,Qise Abu Asier, Beast Saleh.
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