Update from the conclusion of the 1MSP, Friday 12 November 2010

From Vision to Action – achieved!

The 1MSP concluded today as a resounding success after delegates unanimously adopted the Vientiane Declaration, the Vientiane Action Plan, the work program for 2011, and the format for reporting under the convention.  To have secured agreement on such a detailed and ambitious action plan for the implementation of the convention and strong political commitment to its realization only four months after its entry into force of the convention is an unparalleled achievement and the reporting formats and work program are also essential contributions to ensuring the effective implementation of the convention. 

At the conclusion of the conference, the Youth Leaders and survivors of landmines and cluster munitions were invited on to the podium to address the conference and presented the President of the Conference with signed declarations on behalf of both groups. Nigeria, Canada, Indonesia, Japan, Lebanon, France, Belgium, the UN, and Thomas Nash on behalf of the CMC gave concluding statements reflecting the widespread sense of confidence that the work accomplished in Vientiane this week has indeed set the convention well on its way to producing tangible results.  Statements also conveyed an enormous level of gratitude to the government of Lao PDR and the diplomatic team that has worked so hard to ensure this week’s accomplishments, as the conference has been superbly organized and the results truly exceeded all expectations. There was also immense support expressed for Lebanon’s hosting of the 2MSP and commitment to build on the progress secured this week.

The powerful impact of holding the 1MSP in Lao cannot be overstated and undeniably contributed to the success of the conference in focusing diplomatic efforts on the reality of the task ahead and ultimately ensuring that the vision for the road ahead was translated into actions that directly address the humanitarian suffering the convention seeks to address. 

During the day, sessions concluded on national legislation, along with international cooperation and assistance, and compliance. In the session on national legislation, several States Parties intervened to present strong points in their national legislation, which helped underline the importance of the issue and provide positive examples to others. 

The UK summarized the provisions of its national legislation, which it stated also prohibits ancillary services such as financing, transport, promotion and advertizing. The UK highlighted that its legislation also prohibits the direct transit of cluster munitions through the UK Ireland spoke about its legislation, noting its prohibition of investment of public funds in cluster munitions. Both the UK and Ireland offered their assistance to others in preparing national laws. Austria asked Judith Majlath of CMC Austria to present an analysis of its legislation on its behalf. 

Australia also spoke about its proposed legislation as part of its process to ratify the Convention. It will now be up to the CMC campaign to work with the Australian government to ensure the strongest possible legislation is passed that faithfully upholds the convention’s obligations.

A number of other states used the opportunity to provide updates on their status towards completing ratification and commitment to the convention. Bulgaria pledged to work for universal acceptance of the convention and announced it expected its Parliament to approve its ratification by the end of this year or early next. Bulgaria said it was now looking at what legal measures must be incorporated in its national legislation to fulfill the obligations of the convention.

Trinidad and Tobago also appealed for the universalization of the convention, drawing attention to the fact that in its region only Antigua and Barbuda and St. Vincent and the Grenadines had completed ratification. Trinidad and Tobago stated that its cabinet had approved a decision to approve the convention and it had made significant strides with respect to the legal process, however, the decision to accede to the convention was still under review however. 

During the day, Mozambique also announced that its Cabinet is preparing to submit the ratification to Parliament and they hope to be able to deliver it to the United Nations soon. Botswana confirmed that its ratification is underway but did not give any details as to when it is expected to be completed.
Uganda reaffirmed that its ratification was on course, although slightly delayed by coming national elections in two months time. Uganda also asserted that it has never stockpiled cluster munitions, in response to the 2010 Cluster Munition Monitor which reported that Uganda is thought to have a stockpile. It stated that only a few pieces of cluster munitions have been found in the country, used either by a foreign force or by the Lord’s Resistance Army, it said. It gave further details that the inscriptions on the pieces found were in Arabic, asserting that Uganda ‘doesn’t speak Arabic, but some of its neighbors do.’ Uganda said that these few pieces were destroyed by UNDP and declared that as such, the stockpile destruction obligations of the convention will not arise in the case of Uganda. The Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor will examine these claims.

Four states not party to the convention also made statements today but unfortunately did not give any indication of movement towards accession. During the conclusion of the conference, Malaysia made a very nice statement in tribute to the government and people of Lao for the incredibly warm welcome and successful conference, calling the CCM a landmark humanitarian instrument and the 1MSP a truly historic success. Malaysia spoke about the importance of making the convention universal and the importance of the Vientiane Declaration and Action Plan in providing much needed political commitment to implementation in a transparent manner. Malaysia said that it had hoped to be a State Party to the CCM, as it is also a State Party to the MBT, and was confident that the day would come when its regional environment is such that Malaysia can join the CCM. Until that time, Malaysia said it would work with others and fully respect the sanctity of the convention. Saudi Arabia simply said that it congratulated Lebanon for its initiative to host the second MSP and wished it success. Morocco, showing a complete lack of diplomacy, intervened immediately after the survivor and youth declarations were presented to note that it could not find its name in the participants list.

Thailand also made a statement in the session on international cooperation and assistance emphasizing the importance of implementing the convention’s provisions, stating it was especially committed to the principle of victim assistance and that fulfilling its obligations under the MBT had given it considerable experience in this regard which it was prepared to share with others. Thailand said that even though it was not yet party to the convention, it was committed to universal humanitarian principles of international law and encouraged all present to actively engage in implementing victim assistance obligations.

Canada presented the work program for 2011, which was supported broadly by the delegations along with Lebanon’s offer to host the 2MSP. Tamar Gabelnick presented the CMC’s views on the work program, emphasizing that while firm decisions on the architecture of the convention need to be made at the 2MSP, the CMC has confidence in the arrangements for the interim year.

Statements on international cooperation and assistance included perspectives of both donor and recipient nations, as well as inter-governmental associations and non-governmental organizations and touched on the important themes that will determine the how effectively this obligation is met.

Norway, Botswana and the ICRC emphasized that it is important to recognize that aid comes in many forms including financial, material, through information sharing and technology transfers.  Norway and Lao PDR also highlighted that investment in national capacity and national ownership is key to ensuring long term results and sustainability in funding.  Chile, Norway and the ICRC stressed that aid must match real needs through careful prioritization processes and conducting research. Macedonia reported that it is hosting expert consultations on the subject next week. 

Australia reiterated its current funding commitments to mine action and victim assistance for 2010-2014, with a focus primarily on the Asia-Pacific region. 
Positively, statements of Switzerland, Australia, and Lao PDR and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) made connections between the successful implementation of the convention and national development, fueled by effective international cooperation and assistance. Mozambique and Lao Red Cross noted that international cooperation and assistance can serve as an incentive to other states to join the convention. 
All statements confirmed that robust partnership will be at the center of effective international cooperation and assistance. Chile proposed the formation of a Standing Committee on International Cooperation and Assistance under the convention and urged all States Parties to continue the dialogue on this subject in future meetings. Habbouba Aoun intervened on behalf of the CMC and also during the day, Maria Pia Devoto delivered the CMC’s views on compliance (the only statement on the topic).
As Thomas Nash said in his closing remarks on behalf of CMC,  “We leave Vientiane with many fond memories, with a clear plan of action and with an unswerving commitment to do everything we possibly can to ensure continued success on the road from Vientiane to Beirut.” A huge thank you to everyone that has contributed to make the 1MSP a historic accomplishment – it is truly incredible to think of what we have collectively achieved this week! 
Katie Harrison (AOAV) and Allison Pytlak (Religions for Peace)
