
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

A total of 121 governments attended the four-day 
meeting, including 34 non-signatories, a very 
positive sign for future engagement on the treaty. 
They were joined by UN agencies, international 
organisations and more than 400 representatives 
of global civil society, including cluster bomb 
survivors, under the umbrella of the CMC. Around 
18 governments sent ministerial-level 
representatives to the meeting, which was opened 
by Lao President Choummaly Sayasone and 
chaired by Lao Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign 
Minister Thongloun Sisoulith. 
 
The Vientiane Declaration and Action Plan clearly 
recognise that not enough has been done to 
prevent incidents, clear land and help victims. The 
66-point plan commits to “implement fully all of the 
obligations under the Convention”. In addition, it 
speeds up deadlines and sets budgets and targets 
on stockpile destruction, clearance and risk 
education, international assistance, and 
transparency measures. 

 
Lao Deputy Prime Minister/Foreign Minister Thongloun addresses delegates at the First 
Meeting of States Parties in Vientiane, Lao PDR. Photo credit: John Rodsted / CMC 

The First Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions (1MSP) 
was held from 9-12 November in Vientiane, 
Lao PDR. This historic milestone in the life 
of the treaty culminated in a 66-point action 
plan to turn legal obligations in the cluster 
bomb treaty into concrete actions.   
 
 “This action plan reflects a dramatic 
change in the way cluster bombs are 
perceived and dealt with,” said Thomas 
Nash, CMC Coordinator. “First, the cluster 
bomb treaty set the strongest legal 
obligations to assist victims ever and now 
we have a clear action plan which obliges 
governments to turn legal language into 
action with rapid deadlines and clear 
budgets. This is exactly what people living 
in contaminated areas have been waiting 
for.” 
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108 signatures and 48 
ratifications 

Ratifications in 
November 4: 
Guatemala (3 Nov), 
Lebanon (5 Nov), 
Guinea-Bissau (29 
Nov), Panama (29 Nov) 
 
 

For the full list of 
signatures and 
ratifications, check out 
the Treaty Status page 
on the CMC website: 

www.stopclustermunitions.org/t

reatystatus/  
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Successful Vientiane meeting agrees ambitious actio n  
plan on cluster bomb ban treaty 
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Several states made positive announcements at the 
Vientiane meeting, including Austria, which joined 
seven other countries that have already completed 
destroying their stockpiled cluster munitions.  Australia, 
Belgium, Luxembourg, New Zealand and Switzerland 
announced new contributions for clearance of 
contaminated areas in Lao PDR. 
 
Ahead of the Second Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions, CMC campaigners at 
the 1MSP were consulted to develop the 2011 Action 
Plan. The Plan details priorities and activities for CMC’s 
campaigning in 2011, following on from previous action 
plans issued in 2008 (Dublin) and 2010 (Cartagena). It 
also describes campaign priorities on universalisation 
and implementation of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions in 2011, contains a section on how CMC will 
conduct this work, identifies activities in selected 
countries, and includes a schedule of key global dates 
as well as regional and national events and activities.  
 

 
Detonation of a white phosphorus mortar round.  Photo 
Credit: Stefano Chiolo/CMC 

On 8 and 10 November, delegates were given the 
opportunity to visit clearance activities in Xieng 
Khuang’s Pek district. They visited sites such as Ton 
Tai, where a team of 14 deminers are working to clear a 
site covering approximately 165,000 square metres. So 
far 12,550 square metres have been declared safe with 
about 200 cluster bomblets destroyed. Seeing first-hand 
the painstaking work of deminers, looking at the pock-
marked earth and feeling the shock of a blast even from 
a safe distance gives government delegates and 
diplomats a better sense of the reality of the cluster 
bomb problem and can be integral to making decisions. 
This fact was pointed out by Gen. Mecres Abraham 
Chinjala of the Malawi military, who says when the real 
damage is witnessed, responsible decisions are made. 

 
“Policy-makers spend most of their time in offices and 
don’t see the real impact of these weapons and it’s when 
they get into the field and see for themselves what we 
have seen today that changes are made,” Chinjala said. 
“People’s lives are at stake. Now is the time to work on 
prevention measures.” 

 
Delegates at the field visit in Xieng Khuang get a brief  
from clearance staff. Photos Credit: Liss Fenwick/CMC 
 
All countries affected by cluster munition use should be 
encouraged by the leadership role Lao PDR has taken, 
the CMC said. As the most heavily cluster-bombed 
country in the world, Lao PDR is a strong example of 
why urgent action is needed. Governments agreed to 
hold their second meeting in September 2011 in 
Lebanon, another nation seriously contaminated by 
cluster bombs. 
 
Following on from a highly successful set of discussions 
on the CCM at the 1MSP, a relatively stagnant Meeting 
of States Parties to the Convention on Conventional 
Weapons was held in Geneva on 25 and 26 November. 
After a tedious discussion on the language of the 
mandate for the work of the experts group next year, 
States Parties eventually agreed to undertake 3 weeks 
of negotiations with reference now to a “protocol” on 
cluster munitions. The mandate has no clear deadline for 
the end of negotiations, instead simply requires the GGE 
to “report” to the Review Conference in November next 
year. However, many states, including the US, said that 
they want the Review Conference to be the end game 
for the negotiations. While the mandate discussion may 
have distracted some from the bigger picture, the stark 
reality remains that positions are as polarized as ever 
between the many that want to ban cluster munitions 
and the few that want to continue to use, produce, 
transfer and stockpile them. 
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Swift implementation of cluster munition ban saves lives 

 
The destruction of millions of stockpiled cluster 
submunitions years before deadlines mandated under 
the Convention on Cluster Munitions shows the treaty’s 
effectiveness in saving civilian lives, according to 
Cluster Munition Monitor 2010. The Monitor was 
released globally on 1 November during a press 
conference in Bangkok, Thailand. A briefing on the 
report’s major findings was held the following week at 
the First Meeting of States Parties in Vientiane, Lao 
PDR.  
 

The Cluster Munition Monitor Team at the First Meeting 
of States Parties to the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions Vientiane, Lao PDR. Photo Credit: John 
Rodsted/CMC 
 
This is the first Cluster Munition Monitor report, the 
sister publication to the Landmine Monitor report, which 
has been issued annually since 1999.The Monitor 
provides a global overview of developments in cluster 
munition ban policy, use, production, trade, and 
stockpiling for every country in the world, and also 
includes information on cluster munition contamination, 
casualties, clearance, and victim assistance. The report 
covers the period from May 2009, with information 
included up to August 2010 when possible. 
 
At least 38km2 of land, an area roughly the size of 
Chiang Mai, Thailand was cleared of cluster munition 
remnants in 2009, with more than 55,156 unexploded 
submunitions destroyed. States Parties Albania and 
Zambia have announced the completion of their 
clearance programs. Clearing contaminated land will 
prevent thousands of casualties. 
 
 

 

However, according to Stuart Casey-Maslen of 
Norwegian People’s Aid, the Monitor’s Mine Action Editor, 
“While mine action programs exist in almost all cluster-
munition-affected states and areas, their scope and 
productivity must increase to release land more quickly 
and save lives.” 
 
Cluster munition contamination remains in at least 23 
states, including 14 that have joined the convention, as 
well as three disputed areas. The most-affected regions 
are Southeast Asia and Europe, while the countries and 
areas with the most contamination include Lao PDR, 
Vietnam, Iraq, Cambodia, Lebanon, Serbia, Nagorno-
Karabakh, and Western Sahara. 
 
In 2009, there were 100 new confirmed cluster munition 
casualties in nine states and one area. Half of these 
casualties occurred in just two states, Lao PDR and 
Lebanon, both of which have joined the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions. 
 
As of the end of 2009, 16,816 cluster munition casualties 
had been recorded in at least 27 states and three areas, 
including 15 states that have joined the convention. Due 
to significant underreporting, the actual number of cluster 
munition casualties might be as high as 85,000 
worldwide. According to Katleen Maes of Handicap 
International, the Monitor’s Casualties and Victim 
Assistance Editor, “There is a need for swift and efficient 
aid to cluster munition victims. The convention provides 
ground-breaking provisions for victim assistance and if 
states properly fulfill their obligations these can 
significantly improve the lives and livelihoods of survivors, 
their families, and communities.” 
 
The 27 states with cluster munition victims each provide 
survivors with some care, but the majority of victims lack 
comprehensive assistance, particularly economic 
inclusion and psychosocial support. Access in rural areas 
is especially difficult. 
 
Report findings are available online at www.the-
monitor.org/cmm/2010. PDF and ebook versions are 
available for download on the website. Please order hard 
copies of the report online at www.the-
monitor.org/index.php/LM/Order-Publications or by 
emailing orders@icbl.org. 
 
Contact: Jackie Hansen, Landmine and Cluster Munition 
Monitor, jackie@icbl.org  
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CMC/ICBL Transition Update 
As announced earlier this year, a transition process is under way within the Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC), the 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) and Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor (the Monitor), towards 
a more unified structure to take full effect in 2011. A Transition Team of CMC & ICBL governance members has been 
in place since February 2010, and has reviewed all aspects of our collective work, based on the results of the 
campaign-wide consultations held in 2009. 
 
The CMC, ICBL, and Monitor on a practical level have increasingly been sharing resources over the last few years 
including coordination of civil society sponsorship programmes and sharing of work between CMC and ICBL staff. 
This will be reinforced in the future while still ensuring the three components continue to be the global authorities in 
their areas of work. 
 
The ICBL and CMC will operate under one legal structure with a new Governance Board of 17 organizations providing 
strategic, financial and human resources oversight. In practical terms, the CMC and ICBL will remain two separate 
and strong campaigns with dedicated staff for both. Staff working on administration, finance, logistics and policy will 
support both campaigns. 
 
The Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor will remain the research and monitoring arm of both the CMC and ICBL, 
and will continue to provide the international community with innovative, civil society-based monitoring of the global 
landmine and cluster munition situation. 
 
The Governance Board has elected a Chair (Steve Goose of Human Rights Watch) and a five-person Administrative 
Committee to provide more regular input to staff and the working of the campaigns. 
 
Contact: Steve Goose, Human Rights Watch, gooses@hrw.org  
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� Albania: On 3-4 November, the 
Albanian Mine Action Executive 
(AMAE) held a national workshop 
in Tirana on landmine and UXO 
victim assistance in Albania. The 
event was held in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Health, Ministry 
of Defence and Ministry of Social 
Affairs and was supported by the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP).Sixty 
participants from different 
institutions (NGOs, national, 
multilateral and survivors) from 
across Albania have been involved 
in a dialogue on victim assistance 
this year, discussing data 
collection, medical care, physical 
rehabilitation, psycho-social 
support, socio-economic 
reintegration, disability policy and 
legislation, and advocacy and 
mobilisation of resources. An 
Action Plan for 2011-214 was 
prepared in compliance with the 
Albanian government’s National 
Plan of Action for Persons with 
Disabilities, and many activities 
were harmonised with government 
plans. 
Contact: Jonuz Kola, ALB-AID: 
kukesi@albmail.com 

Austria: On 11 November, the 
Government of Austria hosted a 
reception during the 1MSP 
Vientiane in honour of civil society, 
where it launched Banning Cluster 
Munitions: The Austrian Process: 
An NGO Perspective. This report on 
the history of the process to ban 
cluster munitions in Austria presents 
lessons learned that may be useful 
for other governments and CMC 
campaigners who are developing 
national legislation on cluster 
munitions.  

 
Civil society reception hosted by 
Austria at the 1MSP. Photo credit: 
Stefano Chiolo 
 
The report credits CMC-Austria with 
being the driving force behind 
banning cluster munitions in Austria. 
At the reception Ambassador 
Marschik, Director of the 
Department of Disarmament 

at the Austrian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, credited Judith Majlath, 
Director of CMC-Austria, for her 
efforts and emphasised the essential 
role of the CMC in working towards a 
cluster bomb-free world. 
 
The report is available online at: 
http://www.stopstreubomben.at/CMC/
downloads/BanningClusterMunitionsC
MCA.pdf  
 
Contact: Judith Majlath, CMC-Austria, 
judith.majlath@aon.at  
 
Canada:  In conjunction with the First 
Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions 
(1MSP), Mines Action Canada hosted 
a highly successful Youth Leaders 
Forum from 8-12 November in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR. Forty-two 
participants from 33 countries – 88% 
from cluster munition-affected 
countries – travelled to Laos to attend 
the various trainings on the most 
fundamental aspects of mine action, 
such as victim assistance, advocacy, 
fundraising, media skills, mine risk 
education, clearance, and much more. 
In addition to the trainings, each 
participant was paired with an 
experienced campaigner as part of a 
mentorship program.   
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This allowed YLF participants to get 
involved more actively in the 
campaign work by giving them the 
opportunity to join lobbying meetings. 
Mines Action Canada would like to 
thank all the campaigners who 
facilitated sessions and/or acted as 
mentors.  
 
The Youth Declaration, read at the 
closing ceremony of the 1MSP, was a 
very special moment for the delegates 
and clearly shows the commitment of 
the next generation of campaigners. A 
video of the reading can be viewed 
here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XA
MTS5Fc_II 

Contact: Annette Willi, Mines Action 
Canada, 
annette@minesactioncanada.org 
 
DR Congo: On 30 October, the 
Congolese Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (CCBL) organised a 
roundtable discussion entitled "On the 
road of Vientiane", with the aims of 
ensuring a high level of Congolese 
government participation at the 1MSP, 
as well as ratification of the CCM. 
   
Participants included the senior 
advisor to the minister of the interior, 
the coordinator of the National Focal 
Point for Mine Action (PFNLAM), the 
director and manager of the UN Mine 
Action Centre in DRC, and 
representatives from other national 
and international organisations. 
Speakers included Francky Miantuala 
(CCBL), Albert Simabatu (MoFA) and 
Sudi Kimputu (PFNLAM). They 
elaborated on the challenges of the 
upcoming 1MSP and the status of the 
Convention in the DRC to date. 
 
Two major findings were identified 
with the closing of the event: that a 
council discussion on ratification was 
due to take place prior to sending the 
Convention to parliament for approval, 
and that the ratification process would 
be accelerated with the involvement of 
the minister of the interior at the 
1MSP. 
  
Contact: Francky Miantuala, 
Congolese Campaign to Ban 
Landmines, francky_tos@yahoo.fr  

 

Indonesia : On 16 November 2010, 
about 100 members of the military and 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) attended a 
workshop introducing the humanitarian 
reasons for the ban on cluster 
munitions, and treaty obligations under 
the Convention on Cluster Munitions, 
including stockpile destruction.  
 

 
Lee Moroney of NPA and Lars Stenger 
of JRS Indonesia attend a workshop at 
the Ministry of Defence in Jakarta 
 
The Secretary General of the MoD 
opened the meeting by mentioning the 
harm the weapon has caused in the 
past to civilians, which led to the 
international ban and Indonesia’s 
signature of the CCM. In two following 
presentations Bambang Margono, Dir. 
Gen. of the Materials Section at the 
MoD, spoke about the CCM, Lars 
Stenger (Jesuit Refugee Service - JRS 
Indonesia) outlined the unacceptable 
human harm of the weapon caused by 
its indiscriminate nature and introduced 
key treaty prohibitions and obligations. 
Lee Moroney (Norwegian People’s Aid - 
NPA) introduced the successful 
stockpile destruction programme just 
completed in Moldova. 
 
Contact: Lars Stenger, Jesuit Refugee 
Service, larsstenger@jrs.or.id  
 
Iraq: On 2 November 2010, the Iraqi 
Alliance for Disability (IADO) met with 
the United Nations Assistance Mission 
for Iraq (UNAMI). Topics discussed at 
this meeting included the needs and 
rights of persons with disabilities, 
general awareness, and how to promote 
Iraqi participation in international 
conventions such as the Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
(CRPD), the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) 
and the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions (CCM) to assist victims of 
armed conflict.  
 

The discussions emphasised Article 32 
of the Iraqi Constitution (on the rights of 
persons with disabilities) and the 
establishment of a National Council for 
Disability.  
 
Prior to his re-election on 11 November, 
IADO also met with Iraqi President Jalal 
Talabani, who had promised further 
action on the rights of persons with 
disabilities and the related international 
treaties. 
 
Contact: Moaffak Alkhafaji, Iraqi Alliance 
for Disability, maffak62@yahoo.com  
 
Lebanon:  Lebanon ratified the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM) 
at the United Nations on 5 November, 
the last working day before the 1MSP in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR. Lebanon was the 
46th country to ratify the treaty, which 
entered into force as binding 
international law on 1 August. In ratifying 
the CCM Lebanon joins other severely 
affected countries like Lao PDR that had 
an influential role in the “Oslo Process” to 
negotiate the Convention and is now 
among the States Parties helping to 
shape how the treaty is implemented. 
Although cluster munitions have been 
used in several countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa, Tunisia is the only 
other country in the region to have 
ratified the treaty. Iraq – another 
contaminated country – has signed but 
not yet ratified. 
 
Cluster submunitions have been 
identified as the cause of at least 690 
casualties in Lebanon since 1975. 
 
Lebanon will also host the Second 
Meeting of States Parties to the 
Convention on Cluster Munitions on 12-
16 September 2011. Holding diplomatic 
meetings in affected countries such as 
Lebanon highlights the reality of the 
problem and gives the most-affected 
states a leading role in putting the treaty 
to work. 
 
Contact: Khaled Yamout, Norwgeian 
People’s Aid- Lebanon, landmines@npa-
lebanon.org   
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Thailand: On 10 November 2010, 
Norwegian People's Aid (NPA) 
Thailand invited Colonel Andrei 
Sarban from the Republic of 
Moldova to give a presentation to 
the Royal Thai Government on the 
Moldovan stockpile destruction. 
The presentation was held at the 
Supreme Command Head Quarters 
in Nonthaburi province, where 
around 30 participants attended 
from relevant government 
agencies, including Thailand Mine 
Action Centre, the Royal Thai Air 
Force, and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 
 

 
Colonel Poomjit Puthornjai of 
Thailand Mine Action Centre 
introduces Lee Moroney of NPA 
and Col. Andrei Sarban of 
Moldova. Photo Credit: Shushira 
Chonhenchob 
 
The Republic of Moldova 
successfully implemented its 
stockpile destruction project in 
partnership with NPA earlier this 
year. The presentation highlighted 
the concepts of partnership, 
country ownership, capacity 
building and low-tech, safe 
solutions for a self-help stockpile 
destruction project. This approach 
is particularly suitable for states 
with small or unusual stockpiles of 
cluster munitions. 
 
NPA Thailand is one of the 
founding members of the Thailand 
Network for Humanitarian 
Disarmament (TNHD), a focal point 
of cluster munition campaigns in 
Thailand. 
 
Contact: Lee Moroney, Norwegian 
People's Aid, leem@npaid.org 
 
 

USA: On 22 November, Human 
Rights Watch released a new book 
that details the humanitarian toll of 
cluster munitions, analyses the 
international process that resulted in 
the treaty successfully banning them, 
and presents the steps that nations 
that have signed the convention 
should take to fulfill its promise. The 
224-page book, Meeting the 
Challenge: Protecting Civilians 
through the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions, is the culmination of a 
decade of research by Human Rights 
Watch.   
 

 
Steve Goose and Bonnie Docherty 
speaking at the launch of Meeting the 
Challenge. Photo Credit: Mary 
Wareham 
 
Meeting the Challenge draws on 
Human Rights Watch's field 
investigations to document the 
burdens cluster munitions impose on 
civilians and on its firsthand 
experience as an active participant in 
developing the 2008 Convention on 
Cluster Munitions.  
 
The report is available online at:  
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2010/1
1/22/meeting-challenge-0.  
 
Contact: Kate Castenson, Human 
Rights Watch, castenk@hrw.org  
 
 

Tunisia: From November 25-27, 
the Tenth Conference of the Arab 
Federation of Organizations 
Working with the Deaf was held in 
Al Hammamat. Discussions 
focused on the role of the 
Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities to support 
persons with disabilities in general 
and persons with deafness in 
particular. State and NGO 
representatives took part from 
Jordan, Palestine, Lebanon, Egypt, 
Sudan, Qatar, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Libya, Tunisia and 
Syria. 
 

 
Tenth Conference of the Arab 
Federation of Organizations 
Working with the Deaf. Photo 
Credit: Dr. Ghassan Sharour 
 
During the meeting, Dr. Ghassan 
Shahrour, Coordinator of the Arab 
Net for Research on Landmines 
and ERW (ANROLM), conducted a 
meeting with the participants and 
briefed them on the Mine Ban 
Treaty and the Convention on 
Cluster Munitions. He stressed that 
victim assistance is one of the 
strongest areas of the recently 
adopted CCM, calling on all 
participants to urge their 
governments to join both 
conventions. 
 
Contact: Dr Ghassan Sharour, 
ANROLM: ghassan.dr@gmail.com 
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ReliefWeb, 28 June 2010 
Africa boosts momentum of the Convention on Cluster 
Munitions 
http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/rwb.nsf/db900SID/ASAZ-
86UHKQ?OpenDocument 
 
Explosive Remnants of War Coordination Centre, 23 
June 2010 
Gori-Tskhinvali Corridor is Completely Cleared from 
Cluster Munitions 
http://erwcc.org.ge/index.php?act=view_news&id=52&lan
g=en&utm_source=twitterfeednews&utm_medium=twitter 

Le Figaro (France), 22 June 2010 
Juillet: session extraodinaire/Parlement 
http://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2010/06/22/97001-
20100622FILWWW00450-juillet-session-
extraordinaireparlement.php  

Financial Times (UK), 19 June 2010 
Laos’s backpacking nirvana goes upmarket 
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/2/c40c1928-7a60-11df-9cd7-
00144feabdc0.html  
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1MSP: During the First Meeting of States Parties there 
was a strong level of support for the prohibition of 
investment in cluster munition producers, as a number 
of very encouraging statements were made. Several 
statements were made in favour of disinvestment from 
cluster munitions by ministers from hi-level delegations 
including those from Luxembourg, New Zealand and 
Norway. “Luxembourg is one of the few countries to 
have gone further in their national legislation than the 
text of the Convention in also prohibiting the financing of 
cluster munitions,” said Luxembourg Vice Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Jean Asselborn, in a 
particularly strong statement, “I call upon all States who 
have signed the Convention to join us in that 
endeavour.” 
 
The following states also mentioned financing of cluster 
munitions production in their statements: Holy See, 
Ireland, Madagascar, and the United Kingdom. A 
Handicap International Luxembourg and IKV Pax Christi 
press release on the statement by Jean Asselborn is 
available here:  
http://www.ikvpaxchristi.nl/news/?v=14&cid=1&id=1155
&lid=1.  
 
Thanks to all the campaigners who worked so 
vigorously on this issue during the conference! 
 

 Australia: After a strong campaign and engagement from 
CMC members in Australia, the ANZ has revised and expanded 
its Military Equipment Policy. From now on, ANZ:  
- will not be involved with direct financing or contract bonding 
related to the sale or manufacturing of controversial weapons 
(specifically cluster munitions and antipersonnel landmines).  
- does not wish to engage more broadly with customers that are 
involved in the production of components designed for specific 
use in these weapons.  
 
Contact: Dr. Mark Zirnsak, Uniting Church in Australia, 
mark.zirnsak@vic.uca.org.au 
 
Switzerland: Credit Suisse introduced a new policy on 
antipersonnel landmines cluster munitions producers. In a letter 
to Handicap International Switzerland, which engaged with 
disinvestment very actively lasting recent years, Credit Suisse 
announced it is “in the process of terminating any existing 
business relationship with any producers of such weapons”. 
Under the new policy, Credit Suisse will:  
- cease to hold securities of producers of antipersonnel 
landmines or cluster munitions in its proprietary trading book or 
to include them in its actively managed retail and institutional 
funds and in discretionary mandates. 
- refrain from issuing research recommendations on such 
companies. 
 
Their policy is available here: 
https://www.credit-
suisse.com/citizenship/en/banking/sector_policies.jsp 
 
Contact: Paul Vermeulen, Handicap International Switzerland:  
pvermeulen@handicap-international.ch     
 

Urge your government to or ratify or accede to the Convention on Cluster Munitions  
 
The Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC) is calling on signatories to ratify the Convention and on non-signatories to accede 
to the Convention.  Since the Convention has now entered into force, non-signatories must accede rather than sign and 
ratify in separate steps. 

Contact: Laura Cheeseman, CMC staff: laura@stopclustermunitions.org  
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November was one of the busiest media months for the Cluster Munition Coalition this year, with extensive media outreach 
work around the 1 Nov. Cluster Munition Monitor launch in Bangkok and the 9-12 Nov. First Meeting of States Parties to 
the Convention on Cluster Munitions in Vientiane, Lao PDR. To assist journalists covering the Vientiane meeting, the CMC 
led a media trip to field projects run by three CMC member organisations in Laos, and ran a busy media office during the 
1MSP. During the meeting, the CMC: organized two press conferences; prepared and issued a video news release, two 
press releases, daily feature stories and a note to the media on a breaking news story; arranged dozens of media 
interviews; produced a CNN iReport video on the cluster bomb problem in Laos and the conference; and posted hundreds 
of photos of the 1MSP and side events. A complete media report from the 1MSP will be circulated shortly. 
 
Besides robust international media coverage of both the Monitor launch and the 1MSP, there was also media interest this 
month when Lebanon ratified the CCM, as well as in the Geneva launch of the Human Rights Watch book, Meeting the 
Challenge: Protecting Civilians through the Convention on Cluster Munitions. 
 
Contact: Conor Fortune, CMC staff, conor@stopclustermunitions.org 
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Bangkok Post, 27 November 2010 
Uprooting a legacy of death (EDITORIAL) 
http://www.bangkokpost.com/news/local/208348/uprootin
g-a-legacy-of-death 
 
Reuters (Global news wire), 22 November 2010 
US, Russia, China resist weapons pact: report 
http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSTRE6AL4812010112
2 
 
United Press International (Global newswire), 15 
November 2010 
Laos declaration on cluster bombs hailed 
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/Special/2010/11/15/Laos-
declaration-on-cluster-bombs-hailed/UPI-
85931289855639/  
 
The Independent (United Kingdom), 13 November 2010 
Cluster bombs kill another child as nations reach accord 
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/asia/cluster-
bombs-kill-another-child-as-nations-reach-accord-
2132853.html   
 
CNN International (United States), 13 November 2010 
Laos tackles cluster bombs 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5MXIFqw1k8  
 
Radio Australia, 12 November 2010 
Cluster munitions convention signatories meet in Laos 
http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/connectasia/stories/201
011/s3064628.htm 
 
AFP (France/global newswire), 12 November 2010 
Laos summit sets target on cluster bombs 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5ie
a1-
ogavgcJOmwh5Us931lAz0Tg?docId=CNG.4e6b770ae2c
a3b8f8eb41fd7adc33980.51 
 
BBC (United Kingdom/global), 11 November 2010 
Convention on Cluster Munitions, Laos 2010 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_K7kl1n7YwQ  
 
The Nation (Thailand), 11 November 2010 
A moral duty to support the ban on cluster bombs 
(EDITORIAL) 
http://www.nationmultimedia.com/2010/11/10/opinion/A-
moral-duty-to-support-the-ban-on-cluster-bombs-
30141873.html 
 
IPS (Global news wire), 10 November 2010 
For cluster bomb survivors, war far from over 
http://www.ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53511 
 
 

Toronto Star (Canada), 9 November 2010 
Cluster bomb review is reminder of ongoing carnage 
http://www.thestar.com/news/world/article/888318--cluster-
bomb-review-is-reminder-of-ongoing-carnage  
 
Deutsche Welle (Germany), 9 November 2010 
International conference highlights continuing scourge of 
cluster bombs 
http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,6202429,00.html 
 
Global summit on cluster bombs opens in Laos 
Xinhua (China), 9 November 2010 
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english2010/world/2010-
11/09/c_13598009.htm 
 
AFP (France/global news wire), 8 November 2010 
Bombing legacy major challenge for Laos: president 
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gC5
g3kjzRO9fd6fFsx9D2330K2ig?docId=CNG.50166e45fea06
bedddba42a6fe4bd05d.381 
 
Daily Star (Lebanon), 8 November 2010 
Anti-landmine group welcomes Lebanese ban of cluster 
munitions 
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/article.asp?edition_id=1&categ
_id=1&article_id=121285#axzz16ywvglpy 
 
IRIN (Global news wire), 8 November 2010 
GLOBAL: UXO meeting focuses on survivors 
http://www.irinnews.org/Report.aspx?ReportID=91014 
 
IPS (Global news wire), 2 November 2010 
Cluster munitions treaty leaves US behind 
http://ipsnews.net/news.asp?idnews=53437 
 
Le Monde (France), 1 November 2010 
Des progrès "remarquables" dans la lutte contre les armes 
à fragmentation 
http://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2010/11/01/des-
progres-remarquables-dans-la-lutte-contre-les-armes-a-
fragmentation_1433977_3210.html 
 
AFP (France/global news wire), 1 November 2010 
Cluster bomb ban hailed but still urgent 
http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/breakingnews/world/view/20101
101-300969/Cluster-bomb-ban-hailed-but-threat-still-
urgentreport 
 
BBC (United Kingdom/global), 1 November 2010 
Cluster bomb stockpiles ‘being destroyed’ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-11663612 
 
Al Jazeera English (Global), 1 November 2010 
Cluster bomb ban gaining ground 
http://english.aljazeera.net/news/asia-
pacific/2010/11/20101119574346382.html 
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2010-2011 Global Dates 

Dec. 10: Human Rights Day (Iraq) 

Feb. 28-Mar. 4: Arms Trade Treaty 2nd preparatory meeting in New York (NY) 

Mar. 1:  Mine Ban Treaty anniversary (1999 – 12th year) 

Mar. 8: International Women’s Day 

Mar: Mine action program managers’ meeting in Geneva  

Apr. 4: International Day for Mine Action 

Apr: Global Day of Action to Stop Explosive Investments/report launch 

May 9-13: UN Programme of Action on Small Arms experts meeting in NY 

Jun. 20-24: Mine Ban Treaty intersessional meetings in Geneva, Switzerland 

Jun. 27-30: Convention on Cluster Munitions intersessional meetings in Geneva 

Jul. 11-15: Arms Trade Treaty 3rd preparatory meeting in NY 

Aug 1: Convention on Cluster Munitions 1st anniversary EIF 

Aug. 12: Remembrance action and one-month countdown to 2MSP  

Aug 1-30: Ramadan (Eid al-Fitr on Tuesday, 30th August) 

Sep 7-9: Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities 4th conference in NY 

Sep: 12-16: Convention on Cluster Munitions 2nd MSP in Beirut, Lebanon 

Sep. 21: International Peace Day 

Oct. 3: Two-month countdown to 11MSP 

Oct: First Committee (disarmament) of 66th UN General Assembly in NY 

Nov. 14-25: Convention on Conventional Weapons 4th Review Conference in Geneva 

Nov. 28-Dec. 2:  Mine Ban Treaty 11th MSP in Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

2010-2011 National and Regional Dates 

Dec. 5: International marathon in Siem Reap  

Nov. 25-27: Regional meeting on disability and CRPD in Tunisia (Ghassan) 

First half 2011: Regional meeting on CCM in Guatemala (Marie Eugenia/Hector) 

Feb. 17-18: SEHLAC workshop in Buenos Aires, Argentina (Maria Pia) 

Feb: Regional ATT meeting in Morocco  

Apr: Caribbean meeting on CCM in Antigua and Barbuda (Folade) 

Mar/Apr: Inter-Arab Parliamentarian Union annual meeting in Doha, Qatar (Ghassan) 

Mar: Pacific regional workshop on CCM and MBT in Fiji – tentative (Ema) 

May: Regional meeting on CCM in Nigeria – tentative (Mimidoo) 

Jul: African Union meeting  

Aug: Iraqi Alliance for Disabilities annual conference in Baghdad (contact Muoffak) 

Dec: International Conference on AIDS in Africa incl. CRPD in Ethiopia (Daniel)  
 

 
Cluster Munition Coalition | 5th Floor, Epworth House, 25 City Road, London EC1Y 1AA 

info@stopclustermunitions.org | www.stopclustermunitions.org 
 
 

  

 

$"+���
�����
��$"+���
�����
��$"+���
�����
��$"+���
�����
��  

 


