Dear Parliamentarian,
A total of 108 states have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions. This Convention bans the use, production, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions as an entire category of weapons. It is the most significant disarmament and humanitarian treaty to be negotiated in the last 10 years and shows commitment by those that have joined to the protection of civilians from the effects of armed conflict and to the strengthening of international humanitarian law. 

Parliamentary involvement in the governmental ‘Oslo Process’ to prohibit cluster munitions through a new international Convention has been crucial and remains crucial as states continue to work to accede to and ratify the Convention. 

The Convention on Cluster Munitions entered into force and became binding international law on 1 August 2010. Now that the Convention has taken effect, states parties are bound by all of its terms, and the clock has begun ticking on deadlines for clearance of contaminated land and destruction of remaining stockpiles. The next milestone is the Second Meeting of States Parties, which will take place from 12-16 September 2011 in Beirut, Lebanon – a country that continues to suffer from the effects of uncleared cluster bombs.

We urge you to use the following parliamentary mechanisms to bring the matter to your government’s attention and encourage the government to accede to the Convention at the soonest possible date: 

· Ask questions in parliament on when the Government will be able to accede to the Convention; 
· Table motions in parliament highlighting the significance of the Convention on Cluster Munitions and the urgent need to accede to it; 

· Engage with relevant parliamentary committee (i.e. foreign affairs, defence, development) to discuss how to best promote the Convention for accession;

· For governments that stockpile and/or produce cluster munitions we also urge you to encourage them to implement a ban on the export and production of cluster munitions and a moratorium on use where applicable
We also would like to invite you to join the parliamentary friends of the Cluster Munition Coalition (CMC). This is a network of parliamentarians from around the world that serves to keep those involved up to date on the universalisation and implementation of the Convention. It also facilitates the exchange of ideas on how to promote the Convention nationally, regionally and internationally to ensure widespread support for the treaty.  If you would like to join this group please contact Kimberly Brown at Kimberly@stopclustermunitions.org  

The following documents enclosed in this letter should provide assistance for work on the Convention: 

· CMC brochure outlining basic facts about cluster bombs and the ban 
· CMC Briefing paper on the Convention. This paper provides an overview of the treaty and its obligations; 
We look forward to hearing what steps are being taken to ensure your government accedes to the Convention. 

Yours sincerely

[NAME]

[TITLE]

[ORGANISATION]
For more information go to:

www.stopclustermunitions.org/takeaction/mp 
