Template letter to states that have not ratified the Convention

How to adapt the letter

The template letter can be sent to countries that have signed the Convention on Cluster Munitions but that have not yet ratified it. It should be addressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Before sending the letter you just need to:

· Insert the name and address of your Minister for Foreign Affairs. You can find this on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

· Insert the date

· Add your name and signature at the end of the letter

· If you are writing on behalf of an organisation you may want to put it on your organisation’s letterhead

A separate letter urging states to sign is available on the CMC website here: http://www.stopclustermunitions.org/take-action/government/  

Template letter

[MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS]
[MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS]

[ADDRESS]
[DATE]

Dear Minister,

Thank you for signing the Convention on Cluster Munitions. I respectfully urge you to take the crucial next step and ratify the Convention without delay.

This international treaty comprehensively prohibits cluster munitions, requires destruction of stockpiled cluster munitions within eight years and clearance of contaminated land within ten years, and recognises the rights of individuals and communities affected by the weapon to receive assistance. 
Since December 2008, a total of 109 governments have joined the Convention on Cluster Munitions and 59 governments have ratified it, including stockpilers, former users and producers of the weapon, as well as affected countries from every region of the world. 

The Convention on Cluster Munitions entered into force and became binding international law on 1 August 2010. Now that the Convention has taken effect, states are bound by all of its terms, and the clock has begun ticking on deadlines for clearance of contaminated land and destruction of remaining stockpiles. The next milestone is the Second Meeting of States Parties, which will take place from 12-16 September 2011 in Beirut, Lebanon – a country that continues to suffer from the effects of uncleared cluster bombs. 

I urge your government to ratify the Convention on Cluster Munition in advance of this meeting.
Yours sincerely,

[SIGNATURE]

[NAME]

